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Iw the year 1817, the chiefs of the 
Onondaga tribe of Indians came to 
Albany, to transact business with the 
governour of New York. As they were 
there on Sunday, they attended church 
in the morning, which led them to send 
a request to the officiating clergyman, 
to have a conference, or, as the Indians 
call it, a talk, with them in the evening. 
Accordingly, he went in company with 
Mr. C., the rector of the church, to the 
house where they were assembled. 
The meeting was opened with prayer, 
(the general confession,) which was 
translated for them by Mr. W., the cate- 
chist of the Oneida nation, who then 
read the prayer for all conditions of 
men, which, with other parts of the 
prayer book, had been translated into 
the Mohawk lan e. After this, Mr. 
C. addressed thera a short exhorta- 
tion, which was principally a dissua- 
sive from the sin of drunkenness. When 
he had sat down, a pause ensued, and 
a profound sileng#, for some minutes. 
At length one of the chiefs arose, and 
addressed us, in his own language ; Mr. 
W. being his interpreter. 

He first returned his thanks to us 
for coming to see them, and for givin 
them good advice. They knew, he said, 
that they were a very wicked people, 
and they understood their duty a great 
deal better than they practised it. ‘They 
knew that they ought not to drink ardent 
Spirits ; that it had been and was the 
ruin of their people’; and that it would 
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draw upon them the vengeance of God} 
that God would send all drunkards te 
a most dreadful place of inexpressible 
misery, where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched, compared with 
which, that fire (pointing to the blazing 
wood on the hearth) was as nothing. 
But, he said, there was another thing 
which they had been taught, and that 
was, that God would punish the peo- 
ple who sold them drink, as severely 
as he would punish the drunkards them- 
selves, and this they fully believed, 
(Here he paused, and Mr. W. inter- 
preted.) a 

There was another precept they had 
been taught, and ihat was, that they 
must not tell lies, nor deceive any body, 
but must always tellthe truth, and that 
if they did not, God would punish them. 
(Mr. W. interpreted. 

They had been taught another thing, 
and that was, that they ought not te 
steal, but if they saw any thing lying 
on the ground which they knew did 
not belong'te them, they ought not to 
touch it, but to let it lie there, till’ the 
rightful owner came for it. This, be 
said, they observed pretty well, though 
there was room for amendment. : (Here 
Mr. W. interpreted.) 

There was another precept they had 
been taught, and that’was,; to be kind 
and friendly to every body, and not to 
do any injury to other People This 
alse they had learned to do pretty well ; 
and whenever they met with one anoth- 
er*now, they always passed gompli- 






































































: 


Hi 
i} 


, SE A er ey a OEE BAN eR me une — 


ij 
i 


$26 


ments, and endeavoured to serve — 
another as much as possible. (Here 
Mr. W. interpreted.) 

They had been taught another thing, 
and that was, that they ought not to 
kill any body; excepting in sel { defence, 
and when they were obliged to make 
war. In this they had made great pro- 
gress, and were a much better people 
than théy had been, though-they were, 
on’ the whole, bad enough stil* He 
hoped that we should continue our 
good advice and instruction to them, 
and they should endeavour to become 
better,, He concluded by observing, 
that,,they- had. learned always to pay 
great reverence, where people had met 
for the, purpose of worshipping God ; 
and they never passed by a church, bus 
always went in, though ‘they, did; not 
understand what was said. 

O bow ought christians to blush, 
when they hear untutored savages thus 
speak!), The interpreter had given us 
to understand, that these statements of 
the extent. of their knowledge, . bad a 
covert meaning. The famous Indian 
prophet, had. given them instruction on 
moral subjects, and had, in particular, 
enforced the observance of those duties 
which the .speaker had enumerated. 
What -he said, theretore, was intended 
to lead tothe inference, that the In- 
dians need not become christians, since 
they could obtain:so much knowledge 
and; improvement from another source. 
It seemed,. then, to be a fair oppar- 
tunity to.show them, that christianity 
was not merely an excellent system 
of inorals, but that it provided a Saviour 
for guilty man | For this purpose, the 
writer availed himself of the concession 
which had been made by the Indian 
orator, that they were a very wicked 


* This account of their humane disposition, 
the’ interpreter, who resided among them, 
corroborated. He stated, that, at the battle 
of Chippewa, he led four hundred of them 
into action; and that they were not guilty of 
a ae act of croelty towards. their prison- 
ers. ‘Ihéey merely bound thiem, and conveyed 
them to a place where they were secured 
from escaping. 
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people, and were conscious of knowing 
their duty much better than they prac- 
tised it. Since, then, they knew their 
duty better than they practised it, 
how could they, he urged, fely upon 
their imperlect performances,as a mean 
of entitling them to a future reward ? 
The gospel pointed out a way of being 
accepted by God, through our Lord 
arid Saviour Jesus Christ. 
they wished for salvation, they must 
believe in Christ, and be made, by bap- 
tism, members of his body. 

They listened very attentively, and 
afterwards requested another interview. 
Avery tong; storm, and: their: business 
with the governour, rendering this im- 
possible, the writer, at the request ot 
the catechist, Mr.W., drew. up what 
he bad said, in a more enlarged form, 
and. sent it as:a letter to the chiefs. 
He. is indyced. to offer, that letter for 
insertion in the, Gospel Advocate, by 
the consideration, that the simple man- 
ner, in which it was necessary to con- 
vey the truths of the gospel to unlet- 
tered Indians, may render them more 
intelligible to-young minds, in general, 
while it may not be the less interesting 
to the learned and the pious, on account 
of its unpretending character. 

F. 
TO THE CHIEFS OF ' THE ONONDAGA 
TRIBE. 


Baotners,—lIn the talk which [ had 
with you im Albany, | endeavoured to 
give youa general viewy of the christian 
religion ; but from the short time | 
spent with you, | could not say much. 
and what l did say was therefore very 
imperfect. { was in. hopes to have 
seen you again, but the storm, and your 
short stay in Albany, prevented, | 
have, therefore, thought it best to write 
to you; for my heart's desire is, that 
you may be happy im tbis world, and 
in that which is to come. 

Brothers, hearken!. As L told , you 
then, so I tell you now; and what ! 
tell. you is the truth, because God has 
told me in the bible. We are all of 
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one blood. We all come from one 
man and one woman ; and the ‘reason 
why we differ in colour is, ‘because 
our forefathers lived in different parts 
of the earth, where the sun had more 
or less power. ‘The first man and the 
first woman were made by God from 
the dust of the earth; and he breathed 
into their nostrils the breath of life. 
The man was made first; and then the 
woman was made from his side ; and 
both were placed in a most delightful 
garden, where they were perfectly in- 
nocent'and perfectly happy. God told 
them, that, if they wished to be happy 
for €ver, they must obey bim, and that, 
if they did not obey him, they must 
die. As a trial of their obedience, 
he forbade them to eat the fruit of a 
tree’in the garden, called the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. This 
was a great trial of their senses, for 
the fruit was. very beautiful, and had 
a fine smell. It was also a great trial 
of their curiosity and ambition, because 
they thought that, by eating it, they 
should know good and evil. God knew 
that they would disobey him, and 
therefore he provided a remedy before- 
hand: It "was necessary that they 
should die, because God had said they 
should, and he cannot lie. But when 
he saw that they were sorry for having 
offended him, be promised them that 
he would send his Son from heaven, 
who should become a man, being born 
of a woman, and should, as a man, 
perfectly obey God’s wili, and therefore 
deserve, on his own account, to be hap- 
py, and to live for ever; but who should 
nevertheless die, not for himself, but 
for them, and therefore, that, on his 
account, they and all ‘their children 
should be restored to life. Having 
made them this promise, he suffered 
them to beget and bring forth children ; 
and therefore, if it had not been for this 
promise of sending his Son, we should 
never have lived. His Son’s name is 
Jesus Christ, and all who believe in 
hiny are called christians. Jesus sig- 
rifies a saviour, and Christ signifies a 
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person anointed or commissioned, to 
be a prophet, a priest, and a kin 

cause all prophets,’ priests, and 5 
used to be anointed with oil. God 
did not send his Son immediately into 
the world, because if be»had, the 
first man end woman would have thought 
they had net done any’ thing very 
wrong, or God would net-have forgiven 
them so easily! Besides, their chil- 
dren would have forgotten all ‘about 
him. For they were busy in‘hunting 
and raising corn; and beside that, all 
men are wicked, and love to do what 
they ought not, and to leave undone 
what they ought-to do. Some people 
became so ignorant, as even to forgét 
there was such a thing as fire ; and if 
they could forget fire, they certainly 
would have forgotten the coming of 
Jesus Christ. -God, therefore, put off 
the coming of his Son for four thou- 
sand years. In that time, men-had 
become civilized. They had cleared 
away the woods. They had learned ° 
to lay up a store of provisions, so that 
they were not always obliged to work. 
And then they had: time to learn to 
read and write. Brothers, you know 
how difficult it is ‘to tell a story ex- 
actly as it happened. But if it is 
written down at the very time, there 
can be no mistake. It must be all true. 
You see then, how wise it was in God 
to put off the coming of his Son, till 
men had learned how to make paper, 
and pens, and ink, 

But, in the mean time, it was neces- 
sary to keep alive the knowledge that 
Jesus Christ would come. Therefore, 
God ordered men, when they worship- 
ped him, to kill an innocent lamb, to 
pour out his bloed, and to burn the car- 
case upon an altar ; ; to show that they 
expected mercy and forgiveness only 
on account of the death of the innocent 
Jesus, the true lamb of God. The first 
man and woman being ordered to do 
this, all nations, however ignorant they 
afterwards became, remembered some- 
thing about shedding blood, in order to 
have their sins forgiven; and hence 
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But God did another thing to keep 
alive the knowledge of the future com- 
ing of Jesus Christ. As | told you be- 
fore, and as you know yourselves, men 
love to do what they know they ought 
not to do; and if they are commanded 
to do a thing, they will not do it, for 
that very reason. Hence it was, that, 
instead of worshipping God, men began 
to. worship the sun, and the moon, and 
the stars, and images of wood and 
stone. Sometimes they worshi 
animals of different kinds ; bulls, alli- 
gators, and even snakes. Sometimes 
feo, if they happened to have a great 
thief, or prophet, among them, who 
had given them good advice, and had 
made their nation flourishing, they would 
worship him after his death, and call 
him their god. 

All men, having thus corrupted their 
ways, and being engaged in hunting 
and other worldly cares, so that the 
knowledge of the only true God, and 
his Son. Jesus Christ, was almost en- 
tirely Jost, Ged was pleased to elect 
one man, who was desirous. to please 
him, and believed all he said to him. 
This man’s name was Abraham; and 
because he worshipped Ged, and be- 
lieved what he said to him, God prom- 
ised. him, that his children should 
become a great nation, and that Jesus 
Christ, when he should come into the 
world, should be born of a woman, who 
should be one of Abraham’s daughters. 

But God’s election did not stop here. 
Abraham bad two sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac. God elected the youngest son, 
Isaac, to be the forefather of Jesus 
Christ. Isaac had two sons, Esau and 
Jacob. Ged elected the youngest of 
these, Jacob, for the same purpose. 
Jacob had twelve sons, from whom 
came the twelve tribes of Israel, who 
were afterwards called the elect peo- 
ple of God, the covenant people 
of Ged, God’s peculiar people, and 
other names of the same kind. All 
other nations were not elected, and are 
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called jmthe bible by one name, gen- 
tiles or heathen. Among these were 
our forefathers, as well as yours. 

Brothers, hearken! Wedo not know 
the reason why God did not elect yout 
forefathers, or ours, to be his peculiai 
people, instead of the sons of Abraham. 
There were perhaps other men in the 
world, who would have been as ready 
to believe, and to do what God told 
them, as Abraham was. All we know 
is, that, since Jesus Christ was to be 
born, it was necessary that he should 
be born of some particular nation, and 
some partioular family of that nation. 
God was pleased to elect the nation of 
Israel, the sons of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. Of these, +he elected the tribe 
of Judah ; and of this tribe, be elected 
the family of David, from one of whose 
daughters Jesus Christ was bor. If 
we are asked, why God chose these 
rather than any other, all we can say 
is, God is wise, and he was pleased to 
do so. 

Well then: Thus things continued 
till the four thousand years had expired. 
The twelve tribes of Israel were the 
only elect people of God, and all other 
nations were left in the ignorance, and 
idolatry, and sin, into which they bad 
sunk. But, though ignorant of God and 
of his Son, they bad learned a good 
deal of worldiy knowledge... They 
had learned to read and write, and te 
make paper, pens,andink. They had 
cut down the forests, and made good 
roads. They had builtships, and had 
learned, by the guidance of the stars, 
to cross the great ocean, which divides 
different lands. Thus means were 
provided for sending good news to eve- 
ry part of the world. 

Then it was, brothers, that the Son 
of God came down from heaven. Je- 
sus Christ was born of a virgin, to show 
that he was the Son of God ; of the vir- 
gin Mary, the daughter of Abraham 
and David. When he had become 
thirty years old, he continued, for three 
years, driving away the bad spirits, 
curing all diseases, giving men good 
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advice, teaching them the truth, and 
thus going about doing good. But it 
was necessary that’ the Son of God 
should die, since he came into the 
world to shed his blood for the sins of 
guilty men. At the end of three years, 
therefore, he suffered the wicked men 
ef his nation to take him prisoner, and 
torment him, and finally nail him to 
the cross, where he died. He was laid 
in the grave, and his soul went down 
to the place of departed spirits. But 
on the third day, his soul returned to 
his body, and he rose alive from the 
grave. He continued for forty days, 
giving his last commands to his disci- 
ples. Of these he had chosen twelve, 
whom he called apostles, or messen- 
gers. One of these was wicked, and was 
the means of having his Master put to 
death ; thereby fulfilling the designs of 
God, though he intended it not. In his 
place, another was afterwards chosen. 
These messengers Jesus commissioned 
to appoint others to succeed them ; and 
thus there will always be, to the end of 
the world, a succession of christian 
ministers. 

The design of God, in electing one 
nation only, being now accomplished, 
Jesus Christ commanded his apostles, 
or messengers, and otber disciples, com- 
missioned by them, to go into all na- 
tions, and tell them the good news, that 
the Son of God had come, and com- 
manding them all to form one tribe, 
under the one chief, Jesus Christ. This 
tribe is called the church; and men 
become members of it, by being bap- 
tized with water, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Baptism is a treaty, or cove- 
nant, between God and men ; in which 
God promises them blessings, and they 
promise God duties, They promise 
repentance, whereby they forsake sin, 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. God 
promises them the forgiveness of their 
sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, to 
make them able and willing to do what 
they know to be right. If they do 
not perform’their part of the covenant, 
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or treaty, they must not expect that 
God will perform his ; but if they’do 
perform it, God will continue his bless- 
ings to them in this world, and will 
make them forever happy in the world 
to come. . 

Brevhers, hearken! When you are 
baptized, then, you are required not 
only to believe in Jesus Christ, but 
also to be sorry for your_sins, and to 
forsake them. All sins are transgres- 
sions of the law of God; and the great 
law of God is love, love to God and 
love toman. How can you love God, 
if you do not believe what he tells 
you? if you do not endeavour to do 
what he commands you? if you are 
not thankful, when he gives you good 
things? and. if you are not resigned, 
when he thinks proper to afflict you? 
How can you love other men, if you 
endeavour to hurt them? if you lie, 
and steal, and cheat? How can yon 
love yourselves, if you get drunk, and 
make beasts of yourselves, and make 
it necessary for God to cast you, wher 
you die, into the great lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the smoke of 
your torments will ascend forever? No, 
brothers, you cannot, if you do so, love 
God, or your brethren, or yourselves. 
You will deserve to be cast out of the 
tribe, of which Jesus Christ is the chief ; 
and if you are not cast out in this world, 
you will certainly be cast out in the 
world to. come. 

The great object, then, of the chris- 
tian. religion is, te make you pure and 
holy, to make you constantly feel this 
love to God and love to man, and there- 
by to fit you for heaven. For, brothers, 
beaven is the place of love, and if you 
do not have that temper of mind, you 
would not be happy, even if it were 

ible for you to go there. You will 
be fit only for the company of devils ; 
and God will send you, when you die, 
to join them. - 

Brothers, hearken! To produce this 
heavenly temper in us, God has been 
a to appoint certain means. 

hese are, prayer, hearing, or reading 
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But God did another thing to keep 
alive the knowledge of the future com- 
ing of Jesus Christ. As | told you be- 
fore, and as you know yourselves, men 
love to do what they know they ought 
not to do; and if they are commanded 
to do a thing, they will not do it, for 
that very reason. Hence it was, that, 
instead of worshipping God, men began 
to, worship the sun, and the moon, and 
the stars, and images of wood, and 
stone. Sometimes they worshipped 
animals of different kinds ; bulls, alli- 
gators, and even snakes. Sometimes 
too, if they happened to have a great 
chief, or prophet, among them, who 
had given them good advice, and had 
made their nation flourishing, they would 
worship him after his death, and call 
bim their god. 

All men, having thus corrupted their 
ways, and being engaged in hunting 
and other worldly cares, so that the 
knowledge of the only true God, and 
his Son. Jesus Christ, was almost en- 
tirely Jost, God was pleased to elect 
one man, who was desirous. to please 
bim, and believed all he said to him. 
This man’s name was Abraham; and 
because he worshipped Ged, and be- 
lieved what he said to him, God prom- 
ised. him, that his children should 
become a great nation, and that Jesus 
Christ, when he should come into the 
world, should be born of a woman, who 
should be one of Abraham’s daughters. 

But God’s election did not stop here. 
Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac. Ged elected the youngest son, 
Isaac, to be the forefather of Jesus 
Christ, Isaac had two sons, Esau and 
Jacob. Ged elected the youngest of 
these, Jacob, for the same purpose. 
Jacob had twelve sons, from whom 
came. the twelve tribes of Israel, who 
were afterwards called the elect peo- 
ple of God, the covenant people 
of Ged, God’s peculiar people, and 
other names of the same kind. All 
other nations were not elected, and are 
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called jn.the bible by one name, gen- 
tiles or heathen. Among these were 
our forefathers, as well as yours. 

Brothers, bearken! Wedo not know 
the reason why God did not elect yout 
forefathers, or ours, to be his peculiar 
people, instead of the sons of Abraham. 
There were perhaps other men in the 
world, who would have been as ready 
to believe, and to do what God told 
them, as Abraham was. All we know 
is, that, since Jesus Christ was to be 
born, it was necessary that he should 
be born of some particular nation, and 
some particular family of that nation. 
God was pleased to elect the nation of 
Israel, the sons of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. Of these, ‘he elected the tribe 
of Judah ; and of this tribe, be elected 
the family of David, from one of whose 
daughters Jesus Christ was bor. If 
we are asked, why God chose these 
rather than any other, all we can say 
is, God is wise, and he was pleased to 
do so. 

Well then: Thus things continued 
till the four thousand years had expired. 
The twelve tribes of Israel were the 
anly elect people of God, and al) other 
nations were left in the ignorance, and 
idolatry, and sin, into which they bad 
sunk. But, though ignorant of God and 
of his Son, they bad learned a good 
deal of worldiy knowledge.. They 
had learned to read and write, and to 
make paper, pens,andink. They had 
cut down the forests, and made good 
roads. They had builtships, and had 
learned, by the guidance of the stars, 
to cross the great ocean, which divides 
different lands. Thus means were 
provided for sending good news to eve- 
ry part of the world, 

Then it was, brothers, that the Son 
of God came down from heaven. Je- 
sus Christ was born of a virgin, to show 
that he was the Son of God ; of the vir- 
gin Mary, the daughter of Abraham 
and David. When he had become 
thirty years old, he continued, for three 
years, driving away the bad spirits, 
curing all diseases, giving men good 
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advice, teaching them the truth, and 
thus going about doing good. But it 
was necessary that'the Son of God 
should die, since he came into the 
world to shed his blood for the sins of 
guilty men. At the end of three years, 
therefore, he suffered the wicked men 
ef his nation to take him prisoner, and 
torment him, and finally nail him to 
the cross, where he died. He was laid 
in the grave, and his soul went down 
to the place of departed spirits. But 
on the third ay, his soul returned to 
his body, and he rose alive from the 
grave. He continued for forty days, 
giving his last commands to his disci- 

les. Of these he had chosen twelve, 
whom he called apostles, or messen- 
gers. One of these was wicked, and was 
the means of having his Master put to 
death ; thereby fulfilling the designs of 
God, though be intended it not. In his 
place, another was afterwards chosen. 
These messengers Jesus commissioned 
to appoint others to succeed them ; and 
thus there will always be, to the end of 
the world, a succession of christian 
ministers. 

The design of God, in electing one 
nation only, being now accomplished, 
Jesus Christ commanded his apostles, 
or messengers, and other disciples, com- 
missioned by them, to go into all na- 
tions, and tell them the good news, that 
the Son of God had come, and com- 
manding them all to form one tribe, 
under the one chief, Jesus Christ. This 
tribe is called the church; and men 
become members of it, by being bap- 
tized with water, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Baptism is a treaty, or cove- 
nant, between God and men ; in which 
God promises them blessings, and they 
promise God duties, They promise 
repentance, whereby they forsake sin, 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. God 
promises them the forgiveness of their 
sins, and the gift of the Holy (host, to 
make them able and willing to do what 
they know to be right. If they do 
not perform their part of the covenant, 
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or treaty, they must not expect that 
God will perform his; but if they“do 
perform it, God will continue his bless- 
ings to them in this world, and will 
make them for ever happy in the world 
to come. . : 

Broxhers, hearken! When you are 
baptized, then, you are required not 
only to believe in Jesus Christ, but 
also to be sorry for your_sins, and to 
forsake them. ll sins are transgres- 
sions of the law of God; and the great 
law of God is love, love to God and 
love toman. How-can you love God, 
if you do not believe what he tells 
you? if you do not endeavour to do 
what he commands you? if you are 
not thankful, when he gives you good 
things? and. if you are not resigned, 
when he thinks proper to afflict you? 
How can you love other men, if you 
endeavour to hurt them? if you lie, 
and steal, and cheat? How can yon 
love yourselves, if you get drunk, and 
make beasts of yourselves, and make 
it necessary for God to cast you, wher 
you die, into the great lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the smoke of 
your torments will ascend forever? No, 
brothers, you cannot, if you do so, love 
God, or your brethren, or yourselves. 
You will deserve to be cast out of the 
tribe, of which Jesus Christ is the chief; 
and if you are not cast out in this world, 
you will certainly be cast out in the 
world to. come. 


The great object, then, of the chris- . 


tian religion is, to make you pure and 
holy, to make you constantly feel this 
love to God and love to man, and there- 
by to fit you for heaven. For, brothers, 
beaven is the place of love, and if you 
do not have that temper of mind, you 
would not be happy, even if it were 

ible for you to go there. You will 
be fit only for the company of devils ; 
and God will send. you, when you die, 
to join them. - 

Brothers, hearken! To produce this 
heavenly temper in us, God has been 
a to appoint certain means. 

are, prayer, hearing, or reading 
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the word of God, and the sacraments 
of baptism, and the Lord’s supper. 

Prayer is’not intended to tell God 
any news, bot tomake us better. There 
was a certain man, Who, when he was 
dying, called his séns to his bed side, 
and said to them, ** In my fields; there 
is a great treasure hid. . Dig for it, and 
you will find it.””. As soon as he was 
dead, his ‘sons went and dug all over 
the field, but*found no money. 
were disappointed; but they sowed 
their ground, and soon found out their 
father’s meaning and intentions ; for a 
very great harvest rewarded their Ja- 
hour. So it is with usin. prayer. Wedo 
not increase the treasure of God’s know- 
ledge, but we cultivate and fertilize our 
ewn hearts, and make them bring forth 
virtues. When we confess our sins, it 
makes us feel how bad we are. When 
we ask for good things. it makes us 
feel how much we are dependent upon 
God. Whev we thank bim for the 
guod things we have received, it makes 
us ‘cel grateful for his mercies. When 
we adore him for his great goodness, 
it makes us feel what we ought to be. 
When we pray for other men, it 
makes us feel kindly to them. When 
we ask forgiveness for our enemies, 
it makes us forgive them, and destroys 
our angry passions. ‘Thus it is that 

rayer produces love, 

Brothers, hearken! God has been 
pleased, from time to time, to talk to 
holy men, called prophets, and they 
have written down the words, as the 
Holy Spirit told them; so that they 
roust be all true. When Jesus Christ 
went up again into heaven, he sent 
down tke Holy Spirit to his apostles, 
or messengers, to bring every thing 
he had told them to their remembrance, 
so that they could make no mistake. 
Theygalso wrote an account of the 
good news, that the Son of God had 
died for men, and that all nations might 
now be admitted into covenant with 
God, and become his elect people, or 
members of his church, just as the peo- 
ple of Israel alone were, before the 
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coming of Jesus’ Christ. The book, 
which contains what the prophets and 
apostles’ Have written, is called the bi- 
ble, that is, the great book. It is also 
called the word of God. You see then, 
how necessary it is for vou to learn to 
read, that you may read the bible ; and 
low necessary it is for you to hear it 
preached ‘and explained to you by the 
ministers of God; for St. Paul, one 
of the apostles, or messengers, says, 
‘Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God "—Rom. x 17. 
And in another place, be says, * All 
scripture (that is, all the bible) is pro- 
fitable for doctrine for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness,”—2 Tim. iii. 16. 
Brothers, hearken! I must now speak 
to you about the sacraments. I have 
already told you about baptist, and 
therefore, I shall speak now only about 
the supper of the Lord. I told you 
that, for four thousand years before 
Jesus Christ came into the world, God 
ordered men -to kill a lamb, as a re- 
presentation of the death of Jesus 
Christ, as a picture, to keep in their 
remembrance, that he would come. 
But more than eighteen hundred years 
have passed, since he: came; and it is 
as necessary for us to have a repre- 
sentation of his death, that we may 
constantly remember it, as it was for 
the men who lived before be came. 
Therefore, God orders us to break 
bread, and to pour out wine into a cup, 
as a representation of the body of Jesus 
Christ, which was broken or torn, and 
of his blood, which was shed upon the 
cross. God has also commanded us to 
eat the breast, and to drink the wine, 
to show that we expect salvation only 
on account of the death of his Son; and 
he promises us, that, if we earnestly de- 
sire to be good christians, and feel all 
that love of which I told you, he will 
make our receiving the Lord’s supper 
a means “f our constantly becoming 
better. Bread and wine nourish and 
strengthen the body; the body and 
blood of Christ nourish and strengthen 
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the souby, When we join in the Lord’s 


supper, we ask forgiveness from God. 
en accuunt of the body and blood. of 
Jesus Christ. This makes us feel how 
much Jesus Christ loved us, since he 
died for us ; and what bad, ungrateful 
people we shall be, if we continue to 
sin, When we know that, if it had not 
been. for sin, he would not have died. 
This also makes us fee} kind and aflec- 
tiovate for one another; for Jesus Christ 
has told all that belong to his tribe, 
that, if they hate one another, they 
must not come to his supper; since no 
one can be forgiven who does not for- 
give his brethren, Youssee, then, that 
the Lord’s supper is. a. means of pro- 
ducing, in the hearts of mea, love to 
God, and love to their fellow creatures, 

Thus, brothers, | have told: you the 
true intent and meaning of the christian 
religion; and you see that it is fitted 
to make you happy in this world, and 
in the world to come. But there are 
two questions which, | understand, you 
want to be infommed about. _ First, 
you want to know, why, since. the 
christian religion is so good, God did 
not take care that you should be taught 
before. And, secondly, you want to 
know what has become of your fore- 
fathers, and whether they are punished 
for not knowing what they never had 
an opportunity to learn. I shall en- 
deavour to give you satisfaction upon 
both these particulars. 

Brothers, hearken! I have told you, 
that wher Jesus Christ had remained 
forty days upon earth, after his resur- 
rection, and was ready to gO up again 
into heaven, he commanded his apos- 
tles, or messengers, to tell Ahe good 
news to all nations; and, for this pur- 
pose, he told them to commission others, 
who should succeed them, when they 
died; and thus that there should be 
always a succession of christian min- 
isters till the end of the world. Well, 
the apostles did so. They appointed 
a great many men to go, and they went 
themselves, some to the east, some to 
the west, some to the north, and some 
to the south, But they could. not go 
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every Jwhere ; for their lives were’ not 
long enough ; and oftentimes cruel peo- 
ple put some of them to! death; for no 
other reasoil, than because they came 
tu do them good. But theirsuceessors 
went where they did not, and the good 
news lias been gradually carried :dur- 
ther and further, till this ‘day. Our 
forefathers were, for mary hundred 
years, as. ignorant as yours; and we 
have the same reason to ask, why they 
were not taught sooner, as you have to 
ask why. you have not. Brothers, 
there are a great many things that we 
do not know ; but our comfort is, that 
if we are,good, and please God, he will 
tell us all that) we want to know, in 
the world to come. St. Paul tells us, 
that, in this world, we see as in a look- 
ing glass, but in heaven we ‘shall ‘see 
things themselves. . ‘* Now we see by 
means of a glass, darkly ; but then face 
to face, now | know-in part; but then 
shall lL know even as also | am known.” 
—1 Cor, xiii. 12. If the looxing»glass 
is badly polished, or has an uneven sur- 
face, things will appear to be very 
different trem what they really are. 
What is straight will appear crooked ; 
what is handsome will appear ugly. 
So it is with our knowledge. We can- 
not tell why our forefathers were taught 
the christian religion before yours, any 
more than we can tell why we came 
to have iron before you had; or why 
one map ,has more sense, or more 
beauty, than another. All we can say 
is, that God was pleused to have it so, 
and that if we will wait patiently, by 
and by .he will tell us the true reason. 
Brothers, youare not the only people that 
have been left ignorant. A great many 
white people have been left so ; and 
among the red men, some have been a 
long time christians, and some have just 
begun to be so. The ministers of God 
are now carrying the good news to the 
Kast Indians, and we are trying to car- 
ry it to you. . We do not suppose we 
shall be able to teach all ; but we shall 
do as well as we can, and God will 
send others after us, to carry on the 
same good work. 
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Brothers, hearkern! You ask what 
has become of your forefathers, and 


whether they have been punished for 
not believing in Jesus Christ, when 
they had never heard of him. 

We do not pretend to know more 
than what God has been pleased to tell 
us ; but we know that the judge of all the 
earth will do right. We know also, 
because God has told us, that Jesus 
» Christ died for all men. Therefore, he 
died for your forefathers, as well as 
ours ; and if they are happy, it is not 
because they have deserved to be so, 
but because Jesus Christ died for them. 

But, whatever may be the state of 
your forefathers;'who were ignorant of 
Jesus Christ, you, brothers, cannot, 
and must not, expéct to be happy after 
death, unless you become christians. 
For: the good news has been brought 
to you. You have heard of Jesus 
Christ, arid you cannot say, that you 
have not had an opportunity to learn 
the truth. Let me then entreat you, 
brothers, not to refuse the offer of salva- 
tion which is made to you this day. 
Repent of all your past sins; believe 
in Jesus Christ, the Son of God; _re- 
solve to obey God jn all things; be 
baptized, you, your Sees, and your 
children ; and having thus become 
members of the church, that one tribe 
of which Jesus Christ is the chief, you 
will, if you continue to do well, ob- 
tain eternal life ; which, may God of 
his infinite mercy grant, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; to whom, with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghost, be as- 
cribed all honour, and glory, and power, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 





SERMON. 
THE REASON OF OUR HOPE.—PART III. 


1 Perer iii. 15. Be ready always to 
give an dnswer to every man who 
asketh you, a reason of the hope that 
is im you. 

Oncr more, christian brethren, are 

these remarkable words of an appstle 
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commended to your devout attention. 
In our first discourse from this text, 
some reasons of a christian’s hope 


“were suggested, which may be given 


to unbelievers. In. the second part, 
some answers were proposed, as suita- 
ble to be rendered to christians of oth- 
er and various denominations, who may 
question the foundation of our hope. 
We come now toa point, which is still 
more essential, that which chiefly con- 
cerns the eternal welfare of individuals, 
our piety, our spiritual, religious state, 
the evidence that we are accepted of 
God, through Jesus Christ, and the 
grounds of our expectation of future 
blessedness. - We shall now have ne 
regard to the differing sentiments of 
various sects, respecting the truth, or 
the doctrines, or the duties of chris- 
tianity. We will suppose that the 
holy scriptures, contained in our bible, 
are undoubtedly the word of God ; and 
that christians are generally agreed, 
not only in the certainty and impor- 
tance, but also in the sense and doc- 
trines of this divine revelation: we 
will now inquire,,whether we receive 
these truths; if our heart and life are 
conformed to the Saviour’s doctrine ; 
if we are truly christians ; if we have 
a well-grounded hope in the Redeem- 
er, and are indeed ‘* members of Christ, 
children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven.” At first we gave 
reasons for believing that christianity 
is true, and its institutions of divine 
authority, without inquiring whether 
or not we ‘have embraced it. The 
second discourse was a brief inquiry, 
whether we receive and profess the same 
religion which the scriptures teach ; if 
our articles of belief are indeed “ that 
faith which was once delivered to the 
saints ;”” and if the order and worship 
of our churgh are according to the in- 
stitution of Christ and his apostles. 
But the question now is, whether we 
truly are what we profess to be ; if we 
are in heart, and hope, and life, disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ. 

The whole subject, here embraced, 
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is of deep and very general concern. 
The gospel, however true, however 
important, is not by all received, as the 
power of God unto salvation. Many, 
we have reason to fear, embrace chris- 
tianity but in past, or mixed with cor- 
rupt doctrines ; and, though christians 
in name, are living in essential errours. 
And many of those who, in profession, 
are orthodox, and members of a true 
church, are not possessed of inward 
piety and gue godliness. This is most 
essential. Without this, our specula- 
tive faith, and our correct system- of 
religious doctrine, will avail us little. 
It is indeed a great and desirable at- 
tainment, to be convinced that the gos- 
pel is true ; to haye a rational belief, 
founded on good evidence, that God so 
loved the world, as to send his enly 
Son to be its Saviour. And when we 
consider the divided state of the church, 
and what differing sects claim the pre- 
eminence, it is a further step. towards 
our salvation in Christ, and not less 
essential, that we understand the scrip- 
tures; that we have right notions of 
the doctrines of Christ; that our creed 
is according to his word; that we re- 
ceive the gospel in its purity, and enjoy 

a valid administration of its holy ordi- 
‘pances. But it is infinitely more im- 


portant, that our hearts are renewed daily mercies. 


by a true christian faith; that we are 
vitally united with him, who is the 
way, and the truth, and the life ; ‘* that 
we are very members incorporate in 
the mystical body of the Son of God, 
which is the blessed company of all 
faithful people, and are heirs, through 
hope, of his everlasting kingdom.” In 
vain do we visibly belong to the purest 
church on earth, except, in heart and 
spirit, we are also united with its di- 
vine Head. This, chiefly, is the hope 
that should be in us; and the reason to 
be given for it is our present subject. 
That you may obtain an accurate 
knowledge of this momentous question, 
it will be of use, first, to consider some 
answers which are insufficient, and 
42 ADVOCATE, VOL. I. 
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ought not to satisfy those who ask, nor 
those who, too often, give them. 

It will not be a sufficient reason of 
your hope in Christ to say, that you 
endeavour to walk uprightly, and live 
a good moral life. Itis ahappy thing 
indeed, if you can say this with truth. 
He ‘ who is without sin,” no doubt, is 
safe. God requires of us to loye him 
with all our heart, and soul, and strength ; 
and our neighbour as ourself: ‘* this do, 
and thou shalt live.” But our Lord 
answered one, and we may answer 
any, who boast of their good morals, 
** One thing thou lackest.”” If we weaq 
his comment upon God’s law, written 
in the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of 
St. Matthew’s gospel, observe its strict- 
ness and its purity, and what it is to 
walk uprightly, and keep God’s com- 
mandments, we must acknowledge the 
truth of those scriptures, which teach, 
that all men have sinned ; that we can- 
not be saved by our own merits; that 
it can be only by God’s free grace, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ. 
Our Lord has shown, that, if we lived 
without sin, if we did all things. com- 
manded us, we should still be ‘* unpro- 
fitable servants.” Perfect obedience 
is no more than what is justly due to 
God for his infinite perfections, and his 
It can, in itself, give 
man no just title to that glorious im- 
mortality offered bim in the Redeemer's 
gospel. But no man has thus lived ; 
all such boasting is excluded by the Jaw 
of that faith which saves us. Our works 
are indeed the measure by which we 
shall be judged ; but they are not the 
principle on which we shall be instified. 
Our christian hope must rest upon 
another foundation ; upon the” Rock of 
ages; upon the Saviour of the world. 
St. Paul said, and no one could more 
truly say, that he “ exercised himself 
to have, always, a conscience void ot 
offence toward God and toward men.” 
‘‘ Touching the righteousness which is 
in theJaw,’’ he was ‘‘ blameless.’ But 
he made no account of this, as the 
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foundation of his hope: his great con- 
cern was to ‘* be found in Christ, not 
having his own righteousness, which is 
of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ; the righteousness 
which is of God by faith.” Not, how- 
ever, that ** we make void the law 
through faith ;”’ the true 
salvation in Christ estadlishes the lazo, 
in its authority, its purity, and its jus- 
tice. It teaches, that none can violate 
the law with impunity; nor any sinner 
be saved, but through the sacrifice and 
expiation of Jesus Christ. By the 
doctrine of faith we establish the law, 
also, in practice. None live more holy, 
nor do any more strictly’ and consci- 


entiously keep the commandinents of 


God, than they who believe that ** by 
grace we are saved, through faith ; and 
that not of ourselves ; ; it is the gilt of 
God.” We must maintain good works, 
but not trust in any: ‘ Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth.” 

To good morals we may add the 
performance of religious duties; and 
yet one thing may be needful. The 
church teaches, as do the scriptures, 
that the sacraments are tokens of our 
christian profession ; they are witnesses 
and signs of grace and of God's good 
will; and they are means of grace, 
** by the which be doth work invisibly 
in us, and doth not only quicken, but 
also strengthen and coniirm our faith in 
him.”’ But this effect is according to 
our faith and motives, and the religious 
state of our minds. ‘The sacraments 
‘*have a wholesome effect or operation 
in such only as worthily receive them 
When received in faith, with an humble 
trust in the merits of Christ, and the 
mercy of God, they have a spiritual effi- 
cacy in sanctilying the heart, strength- 
ening our faith, and increasing our 
hope. But to suppose there is any 
thing meritorious in receiving them ; 
that we are of course better men; or 
that God has pledged his word to save 
our souls, because we are baptized, 
and come to the Lord’s supper, is to 
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abuse the sacraments, rather than to 
use them. As well may the beggar, 
who receives bread at your hand, claim, 
in conseyuence, the inheritance of your 
estate, As tokens of God’s mercy to 
us in Jesus Christ, these ordinances 
should make us thankful, devout, and 
obedient. As means whereby we may 
be renewed in spirit, and grow in 
grace, we should esteem them as ines- 
timable privileges, and never, in any 
one instance, willingly neglect them. 
And when we consider them as neces- 
sary aids to our weakness ; as the grae 
tuitous benefaction of a Being, infinite 
in holiness and every perfection, and 
obtained through the sufferings of a 
divine Saviour for our sins, the effect 
of receiving them should be the in- 
crease of humility. The language, not 
of our lips only, but of our hearts, 
should be, ‘‘We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under§, 
thy table.” The ordinances of thef. 
gospel continually remind us of our in-§, 
firmities; that our sufficiency is off; 
God only. They are evidences thatf, 
we are sinners ; that God is merciful ;B, 
and that in Jesus Christ alone we haves 
eternal life. Of course, if we receiveR{ 
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them in faith, and with sincere devo-§ 
tion, our hopes will indeed be exalted, 
but our hearts humbled. If we receive], 
them with worldly affections, and heartsB p, 
uncharitable, we but add to our sins. n 
Some there are, sensible that they§c 
do not live without sin, and unwillingfh 
wholly to disclaim their own righteous- 
ness, who suppose it sufficient that they 
render a sincere obedience to what God 
requires. If by sincere, they mean 
*‘ without hypocrisy,”’ it should be re- 
membered that there are many other 
sins. In this sense, the most ungodly 
may be among the most sincere. I 
by sincerity is meant honesty of heart 
and pure intention, a desire and resolu 
tion, truly, and in all.things, to live t 
God and do his will, this indeed is alll 
the obedience that we can render. 
Whether we do render this, and all thatfige 
God requires, each one, by comparingh 
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his own conduct with the scriptures, 
may determine. The most sincere and 
devoted christians will find, that ** when 
they would do good, evil is present 
withthem.’’ ‘The most pious will be the 
readiest to exclaim, ** Wretched man 
that | am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” ‘The most 
pious will be the most thankful to God 
that he has such deliverance * through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” It is a blessed 
thing to be sincere in your christian 
profession; but it is unchristian to 
make this the basis of your immortal 
hopes. It is but another form of trust- 
ing in ourselves, which we have seen 
is a sandy foundation. 

It is an insufficient reason of your 
hope to say, that at some former period 
you were converted ; that your heart 
was once changed, and your soul re- 
newed by grace. Such a change is, 
indeed, above all things, necessary, 
and to be desired. But the question 
is not, what you once were ; the in- 
quiry respects your present state. We 
may be deceived respecting a conver. 
sion. Our change may have been 
from one vain trust to another. The 


lonly sure evidence of a renovation of 


heart is ‘* walking in newness of life.” 
If we actually are what the scriptures 
require ; if the Spirit of God bears wit- 
ness with our spirit, that we are bis 
children, we have a good foundation of 
hope. But no temporary experience 
of contrition, or raptures of religious 
hope, can be a certain criterion of your 
christian state. Seed sown on stony 
ground may spring up speedily ; reli- 
gious feelings may be occasionally ex- 
cited, where the truths of christianity 
dave no permanent root. 

In the estimation of many, liberality 
in religious sentiment is the one thing 
meedful. If by this we are to under- 
stand that charity which ‘* suffereth 


mong and is kind’; which envieth not ; 


faunteth not itself; is not puffed up ; 
seeketh not her own; and thinketh no 
evil ;” that charity which * rejoiceth 
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in the truth;’’ which “ beareth and 
believeth all things ;” if by liberality 
we mean loving God with all our heart, 
and our neighbour as ourself; a dispo- 
sition in honour to prefer others, and 
to do to all men as we would have 
them do to us; though we cannot ad- 
mit even this as the ground of our hope, 
it would be the very best of evidence 
that our hope is well grounded. But 
if by liberality is intended latitude in 
religious sentiment, indifference res- 
pecting essential doctrines of christian- 
ity, or laxity of morals; if it signifies 
a ‘* love in word and in tongue,” which 
admits of pride and malevolence in 
the heart; if it is a liberality whose 
‘* words are softer than oil,’”? when, in 
sense and intention, * they are drawn 
swords ;” a liberality which can des- 
cend to artifice and sophistry, to de- 
press one party, and to exalt another; 
which puts the most forced and unna- 
tural construction on the holy scrip- 
tures, to make them support a favourite 
system; and which attributes to those 
of other systems doctrines and /infer- 
ences which they abhor and disavow ; 
if this be the liberality intended, the 
more you possess of it, the more doubt- 
ful is your hope. True charity is the 
bond of perfectuess; but there is a 
liberality, falsely so called, which is 
its opposite. To judge and to treat 
your fellow creatures with candour, 
and with affection unfeigned ; to con- 
ceal rather than expose their faults ; 
to yield to them every thing but truth ; 
to view and to represent their doctrines 
and their conduct in the most favoura- 
ble light; to avoid all sophistry in 
reasoning, and to construe the scrip- 
tures according to their most natural 
sense and obvious import; this is truly 
liberal, and it is christian. But such 
is the deceitfulness of the heart, and 
the depravity of our natures, that men 
are often, not to say commonly, defi- 
cient in that to which they make the 
highest pretensions. Itistoo, possible _ 
that self-styled liberal christians w ay 
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be illiberal. ‘ Not he that commend- 
eth himself is approved, but whom the 
Lord commendeth.”’ 

These, brethren, as I conceive, are 
among the most common deceptions of 
men, in judging of their religious state. 
They are not sufficient reasons of a 
christian hope. It is vain to trust in 
any works of righteousness which we 
have done; our works condemn us; 
by the law is the knowledge of sin ; 
arid we ought to bring forth fruits meet 
for.repentance. Outward ordinances, 
even though ‘ ordained by Christ him- 
self, as a means whereby we receive 
inward grace, and a pledge to ass.re 
us thereof,’’ will not be sufficient, with- 
out the religion of the heart, Our sin- 
cerity is no evidence that we are not 
sinners, nor is “ that the name, under 
heaven, given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” The reality of our 
conversion can he evinced only by the 
fruits of good living ; and our liberality, 
unless it agrees with “the end of the 
commandment, which is charity out of 
a pure heart, and a good comscience, 
and faith unfeigned,”’ proves only that 
* one thing is needful.” 

To correct errours, is a task more 
arduous snd difficult, than to show 
“what istruth.’” The truth, as it is 
in Christ Jesus, is plain and intelligible : 
**he that runs may read.”” An apostle 
declares, that “* now” in this life, 
* abideth faith, hope, charity,’’ as the 
most distinguishing characteristicks of 
the christian, as what is chiefly neces- 
sary to our eternal salvation. Faith 
is the life of this hope, and cha- 
rity is its fruit. ‘* We are accounted 
righteous before God, only for the merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by 
faith, and not for our own works or de- 
servings. Article xi. ‘* That we are 
justified by faith, is a most wholesome 
doctrine,” clearly and fully taught in the 
word of God. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
Of course, an evidence of our faith is 
a good reason of-our hope. But the 
faith which saves usis that which, by 
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divine inspiration, “‘ was once’giren to 
the saints.”” Tobelieve in Jesus Christ, 
is to believe that in him only we have 
life, and that there is no salvation in 
any other. It is to believe, that ** by 
one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin ;” “* that all have sinned.” 
And “as by the offence of one” man, 
Adam; ‘* judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ; even so by the 
righteousness of one’? Saviour Jesus 
Christ, ‘* the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life.’ The 
doctrine of the gospel, which men must 
believe, is, that by the law of righteous- 
ness we are condemned ; that our sins 
are forgiven, and our persons accepted 
as righteous, through the sacrifice of 
the cross, and the obedience of the Sa- 
viour; that he died to deliver us from 
the dominion of sin, in this world, and 
its punishment in a future state. 
Faith, then, includes repentance, a 
change of the heart and life from its 
natural, sinful state. Without repen- 
tance, we may believe that the scrip- 
tures are given by divine inspiration ; 
that Jesus Christ is a teacher sent from 
God ; and that he has brought life and 
immortality to light. But a speculative 
faith, which terminates in the under. 
standing, is cold and lifeless: ** It is 
dead, being alone.” ‘ With the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness.’’ It 
is when this religious faith deeply in- 
terests the mind ; when it engages the 
affections; that it renews the heart, 
and becomes a principle of spiritual 
life, producing, as its natural fruit, ** all 
virtue and godliness of living.” Dut 
how is this ever like to be, without re- 
pentance? How shall we ‘* walk,” 2: 
the gospel requires, “in newness oi 
life ;” bow shall we “ crucify the 
world, with its affections and lusts; 
how ‘live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world,” excep 
we know and feel that we are sinfu 
creatures, having no spiritual health | 
us ? that we, “ by nature, are the chil 
dren of wrath, even as others?" “‘ He 
that is whole needs not a physician.’ 
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Till we have an awakened sense that 
we need a physician ; till we feel that, 
without a Saviour, we cannot be saved, 
we shall not be deeply interested in 
that salvation which is of God; we 
shall not be truly sensible, that ‘* there 
is salvation in no other” than Jesus 
Christ, and ‘* none other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby 


we must be saved ;”” we shall not be- 


duly thankful, that “ he hath appeared 
to put away sin, by the sacrifice of him- 
self.” 

As faith, without repentance, must 
be cold and lifeless, or vainly confident ; 
so repentance, without faith, would be 
** a dangerous downfall,” and likely to 
drive men ‘into desperation.’’ He, 
whose mind is awakened to a sense of 
guilt, and the just wrath of a holy, 
righteous God, without comfort or re- 
fuge, is ‘* of all men the most misera- 
ble.” Butour God is not only righteous, 
but merciful. He is as “ mighty to 
forgive,’’ as he is “to pour out indig- 
nation.” In Jesus Christ, his ‘* mercy 
and truth are met together: righteous- 
ness and peace” are united in the 
comfort and salvation of a penitent, 
believing sinner. Through the sacrifice 
of his cross is verified that astonishing 
paradox, ‘‘ that God may be just, and 
the justifier of him (even of the sinful 
son of Adam,) who believeth in Jesus.” 
And, accordingly, we are to preach 
repentance and faith, as equally im- 
portant, and necessarily connected, in 
the foundation of a sure christian hope. 
«“ Other foundation can no man lay, than 
this, which is laid.” ‘* Repent and be- 
lieve the gospel,” is the substance of 
what the Saviour preached; and of 
what he commissioned his apostles to 
declare to every creature. St. Paul 
declared to the elders of Ephesus, that 
the sum of his doctrine was, “ both to 
the Jews, and also-to the Greeks, re- 
pentance toward God, and faith toward 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” ‘* The sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” 
is sharp and penetrating. But however 


deeply it may pierce the heart, the 
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remedy is athand: the Physician of 
the soul attends, and “ mercy’s healing 
balm pours in.”” His words are, * Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God; believe alsoin me.” To such 
awakened, penitent sinners, the com- 
forts of the gospel are sweet ; the Sa- 
viour is precious. 

Here, then, upon the Rock of ages, 
is firm footing. Here is reason for a 
good hope. Though you are weak 
and unworthy ; have no power to help 
yourself; nor merits to plead in justi- 
fication; the Lord your God is merciful : 
He has “laid help upon one who is 
mighty.” Your hope is in this Saviour, 
and innoother. Renouncing all other 
righteousness as meritorious, you trust 
in his. You know this is not a vain confi- 
dence; for God has often and most clearly 
declared, that they who come unto him, 
through Jesus Christ, shall be accepted. 

But let it not be forgotten, that the 
tree ts known by its fruit. It is not suf- 
ficient to tell those who ask, that your 
hope is in God, through the redemp- 
tion of Jesus Christ. A true faith 
renews the heart, and appears, of 
course, in the life and conduct. We 
must be able to show some, at least, 
of those fruits of righteousness, which 
are the evidence of a living faith. The 
scriptures speak sometimes of one, and 
sometimes of another, as suits the sub- 
ject and occasion. One of the first, 
and the most obvious, is sanctification, 
or deliverance from the dominion of sin. 
* By this,’’ says the Psalmist, “1 know 
that thou favourest me, be*ause mine 
enemy doth not triumph cver me.” 
To the same purpose, the Lord says, 
by a prophet, ‘‘ When the wicked man 
turneth aWay from his wickedness that 
he hath committed, and doeth that 
which 1s Jawful and right, he shal] save 
his soul alive.” Our Lord says, that 
they who keep his commandments are 
truly his disciples. St. John says, that 
“every one that doeth righteousness is 
born of God ; he that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous, even as God is 
righteous.” Our obedience to God, 
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and imitation of his perfections, is a 
good evidence that we walk by his 
Spirit, and are truly his children; re- 
membering always, that it is our faith, m 
our desire to honour God, and live to 
him, which makes our deeds “ the 
works of God,’’ and our obedience 
reckoned unto us for righteousness. 

Another evidence’ of your christian 
state, every where found in the scrip- 
tures, is your abounding in works of 
benevolence and mercy. ‘* With such 
sacrifices God is well pleased.”’ How 
comforting, how glorious, is the bene- 
diction promised to such charitable 
souls in the twenty-fifth chapter of 
Matthew : ** Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
fur you from the foundation of the 
world; for | was an hungered, and ye 
gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye 
gave medrink.’’ But these works, too, 
were done, and must be done, through 
faith and christian love, without which, 
giving all our goods to feed the poor, 
would avail us nothing. Cbrist says, 
‘‘7 was an hungered and ye gave me 
meat.’””’ And, on another occasion, 
he declares, that he who shall give one 
a cup of water, because he is a disciple, 
shall have a reward. It is what you 
do for the Lord’s sake ; it is the mercy 
you sbow for the love of Cbrist, and 
through faith in him, that is so pleasing 
in God’s sight, and becomes a good rea- 
son of your hope. 

But the brightest evidence that we 
are God’s people, and shall finally ob- 
tain his heavenly benediction, is charity, 
or christian love. ‘* He that loveth is 
born of God.” ‘* Love is the tulfilling of 
the whole Jaw.”’ It is the most sure evi- 
dence that the heart is renewed : it is 
the principle which naturally inclines us 
to fulfil all that is taught in ‘* the law 
and the propbets.”” Of this charity or 
love, we have a most excellent descrip- 
tion in the thirteenth chapter of St. 
Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians. 
No better reason of your hope can you 
give than this ; and happy are they who 
have this to give: ** We know that we 
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have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren.’ If you 
are conscious to yourself, and others 

may see, from a life corresponding, that 
a belief in Christ enlarges your heart 
with benevolent affections; that you 
desire and rejoice, according as you 
have opportunity, ‘* to do good unto all 
men, and especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith ;” if you 
find, and your conduct shows, that you 
love those who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and because they love him; if 
you have a serious concern for your 
own and others’ salvation ; and do what 
you reasonably can to promote sound 
faith, true godliness, and christian love, 
among all people, no one can reasona- 
bly doubt, but your hope in Christ is. 
well grounded : every candid, pious 
christian will bid you God speed. 

Other reasons, and good, may be ad- 
ded ; but this evidence of your trust 
in Christ must be deemed satisfactory. 
You endeavour “ carefully to maintain 
good works,”’ which are profitable to 
men, and do honour to your Saviour ; 
but your trust is iy him only. You re- 
vere his sacraments and other ordi- 
nances, as comforting memorials of 
his saving love ; as special pledges of 
his favour ; as sacred channels through 
which he dispenses his spiritual grace 
and heavenly benediction ; and, which 
is not the least to be considered, as re- 
newals of your covenant with God, 
and expressions of your devout inten- 
tion to keep his commandments. You 
receive the sacraments, not merely as 
your duty, but rather as your privilege, 
as tokens of God’s goodness, and means 
of communion with him. The effect 
of receiving them is, to make you 
more humble, from a sense of your un. 
worthiness; to excite im your mind 
deep gratitude and love for your God 
and Saviour: to exalt your hopes of 
immortal blessedness ; and to increase 
your duty and your desire to live ta 
his glory and praise. 

This, then, may you give safely, if 
you can give it truly, as the reason 
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of your hope. That your repentance 
is sincere, is evident, in your delive- 
rance from the dominion of sin, in your 
desire and constant endeavour to live 
to God, and to do his will. That you 
have “faith towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” and such faith as his gospel 
requires, is shown by your ‘ working 
the works of God,” and conforming 
your life to his written word. You 
know, and ** by this may all men know, 
that you are the disciples of Jesus 
Christ,’’ “‘ because you love his breth- 
ren;”’ because, ‘* while you have time,” 
and means and opportunity are given 
you, it is your intention, and your 
greatest happiness, to ‘‘ do good unto 
all men, and especially unto those who 
are” disciples of the same divine Mas- 
ter. 

These reasons are to be given, let 
it never be forgotten, ‘* with meekness 
and fear.” Our blessed Lord bids us 
** learn of him, who is meek and lowly.” 
That gentle spirit, and humbleness of 
mind, which shone so bright in him, 
who “is the light of the world,” should 
so shine in us, thatGod may be honour- 
ed. Let us ever show due reverence 
and respect, both to the persons and the 
opinions of others ; fearing to give need- 
less offence, and to think of ourselves 
more highly than we ought to think. 
** Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.” 
He it is who maketh you to differ from 
another; and by his Spirit only can 
you, with a true faith, or can any 
‘‘man say that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 
To him, then, the **one Lord,” with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghost, be 
ever rendered adoration and praise. 


———_ 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


[Ir is sometimes of importance, to take 
a comprehensive, though of necessity, 
a cursory view of the history of chris- 
tianity, in erder to know the affinities, 
the relative proportions, and proper 
size, of tr. opinions which agitate our 
own corr nunity. As the sight, which 
is confined within a narrow compass, 
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loses the power of extended vision, and 
magnifies the few objects of its atten- 
tion, in proportion to the minuteness 
with which it views them, so are men 
apt to forget, entirely, the proportion 
which they bear to the church at large, 
as it has existed from its foundation, 
and to consider the small points of dif- 
ference among christians, as of equal 
magnitude and importance with those 
which are subversive of the Yaith once 
delivered to the saints. In this way, 
the great duty of christian unity, and the 
infinite mischiefs arising from schism, 
are entirely lost sight of. And it be- 
comes such a matter of course, to divide 
and subdivide, that every man thinks 
himself at perfect liberty to believe as 
much or as little as he pleases. How 
soon this evil will be corrected ; how 
soon they, who are anxious for the 
preservation of “the truth as it is 
in Christ Jesus,’ will feel the ne- 
cessity of uniting in the bonds of ex- 
ternal order, is among the inscrutable 
and untraceable operations of divine 
Providence. Nothing will conduce to 
it so much, we think, as an examination 
of what the church was, in the days of 
her primitive purity, contrasted with 
what she is now, in consequence of the 
dissentions of herchildren. Under such 
impressions, we lay before our readers 
the following brief, but excellent sum- 
mary, which we have taken, with some 
slight alterations, from a late work of 
Dr. Hales, the learned chronologist, 
entitled ** Faith in the Holy Trinity, 
the doctrine of the Gospel, and Sabel- 
lian unitarianism shown to be the God- 
denying apostacy.”’] 


“Ir we calmly inquire into, and 
critically review, the history of the 
christian church, we shall find abundant 
causes of admiration, in its rise ; of re- 
gret, in its progress; and of apprehen- 
sion of an unfavourable solution of our 
Lord’s foreboding question: * Never- 
theless, when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith upon the earth ” 
Luke xviii. 8. 

**On the memorable day of Perte- 
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cost, 4. n. 31, three thousand bigoted 
and prejudiced Jews, out of every na- 
tion under heaven, were miraculously 
converted to the faith of that Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom they had crucified 
only two and fifty days before ; and an 
enchanting picture is drawn, by the 
the sacred historian, of the sudden and 
amazing regeneration wrought, by the 
power of God, in the hearts and lives 
of the firt® fruits of the church. Then, 
indeed, Christ's little flock literally 
formed a communion of saints, all of 
one faith, one hope, one baptism, one 
heart, and one soul; then all the be- 
lievers continued steadfastly in the apos- 
tles’ doctrine, and fellowship, or disci- 
pline ; and in the breaking of the bread 
at the Lord’s supper; and in prayers, 
private and publick, at home, and in the 
temple. And not one of them counted 
aught of his possessions as his own, but 
sold the whole, and laid the price at the 
apostles’ feet, to form a publick fund ; 
and they had all things in common to 
the rich and poor ; and the apostles 
themselves distributed to each, accord- 
ing as he had need, and all partook 
of the same food, (mersrAmu Beever Tpodas. ) 
with gladness‘and singleness of heart, 
without murmuring or grudging ; prais- 
ing God, and having favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added daily to 
the church those who were disposed to 
be saved, (cwZomenws.) Acts ii. 41—47. 
iv. 32.; like the first fruits, Acts ii. 37. 
‘ of an honest and good heart.” Luke 
vill, 15. 

‘“‘ But these halcyon days—realizing 
the hymn of the celestial choir at the 
nativity, ‘ Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth, peace; good will towards 
men!’ Luke ii. 14. were of short du- 
ration: the peace and tranquillity of 
the infant society was soon invaded 
and disturbed, from without, and from 
within. a.p.32. The ruling powers, 
alarmed at their progress, “endeavour- 
ed, but in vain, to stop it by severity : 
they imprisoned and scourged the apos- 
tles, for preaching in the name of Je- 
sus. Acts iii. v. Stephen was stoned, 
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and the disciples were dispersed abroad, 
excepting the apostles, Acts vi. vifi. 
2, a. D. 34. But the persecution reach- 
ed them too, in 4. p. 44, when James 
was slain with the sword, by Herod 
Agrippa, who imprisoned Peter also, 
intending to have sacrificed him to the 
Jews; but he was miraculously de- 
livered by an angel; and ‘then with- 
drew, out of Herod’s dominions, to 
another place, Antioch in Syria. Acts 
xii. 1—17; Gal. ii. 11. These Jewish 
persecutions were succeeded by ten 
Roman persecutions. In the first of 
them, under Nero, a. p. 65, the apos- 
tles Peter and Paul, obtained the crown 
of martyrdom. The tenth, under Dio- 
clesian, a. p. 303, the lengest and se- 
verest of all, lasted ten years; until at 
Jength the christian religion was estab- 
lished in the Roman empire, by Con- 
stantine the Great, a. p. 323. 

** And if we review its internal state, 
that ‘ singleness of heart,’ which mark- 
ed its first institution, was soon suc- 
ceeded by duplicity and hypocrisy. 
In a. pv. 32, Ananias, and Sapphira, his 
wile, secreted a part of the sale of their 
possessions, from the common fund ; 
and were miraculously struck dead, on 
the spot, for lying against the Holy 
Ghost, by wilfully and deliberately de- 
nying the fraud. Acts v. 1—11]. Not 
long alter, 4. p. 33, their original ‘ glad- 
ness of heart’ was exchanged for mur- 
murs of the Hellenists, or Jewish con- 
verts, who spoke the Greek language, 
against the Hebrews, who spoke the 
Syro-Chaldaick, or vernacular tongue, 
because their widows were neglected 
in the daily administration. This abuse 
was remedied by the institution of seven 
deacons ; of whom six, from their 
names, appear to ‘have been Hellenists. 
Acts vii. 1—6. - 

“The conversion of the home gen- 
tiles, in Judea, began with the signal 
case of Cornelius, the Roman centurion, 
a. pv. 41. Acts x. xi. 1—18; and was 
followed, in a. p. 42, by the conversion 
of the neighbouring gentiles of Syria, 
at Antioch: where the converts were 
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first distinguished by the honourable 
appellation of ‘ Christians,’ while they 
were denominated by the Jews, in 
contempt, ‘ Nazarenes.’ Acts xi. 19— 
26. xxiv. 5. These conversions, in- 
deed, brought a numerous accession of 
disciples to the church, but sowed, at 
the same time, the seeds of division 
and discord, between the Jewish and 
gentile branches : each labouring, in- 
cessantly, to introduce and establish 
their peculiar tenets, and deviating 
alike, from ‘the apostles’ doctrine and 
discipline.’ ‘The first attempt was 
made, a. p. 49, by a pharisaical, or 
Judaizing party, in the mother church, 
to impose circumcision, and the ob- 
servance of the Mosaical law, especially 
in the article of clean and unclean 
meats, upon the gentile churches, as 
necessary to salvation. This innova- 
tion was strenuously resisted by them ; 
especially by St. Paul, who publickly 
withstood St. Peter, to bis face, at An- 
tioch, because he was to be blamed, 
for his dissimulation in separating, for 
fear of offending the Judaizers, from 
the gentiles, with whom he formerly 
ate. A deputation was sent from the 
churches of Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, 
to the apostolick council at Jerusalem, 
to protest against it; and there, Peter 
nobly repaired his fault, and manfully 
supported the treedom of the’ gentile 
churches, from the yoke of the Mosaical 
law. The Judaizers were censured, 
and a decree was passed in favour of the 
gentiles; only with the exception of 
such meats as were prohibited by the 
levitical and patriarchal institutions ; 
which afforded great joy to those 
churches. Acts xx. I1—31; Gal. ii. 11 
—14, But, unhappily, this wholesome 
decree was neglected, which proved a 
constant source of discontent and vari- 
ance, throughout all the churches, and 
forms a leading topick in St. Paul's 
epistles to the Galatians, Corinthians, 
Romans, &c. * And this state of things 
lasted till the.close of the first century, 
as appears from Christ's censure of the 
church of Thyatira, Rev. ii. 20, 21 ; 
43 ADVOCATE, VOL. 1. 
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and of the Nicolaitans, Rev. ii. 6—15, 
who, according to lreneus, ‘ practised 
adultery and fornication, and ate, with- 
out scruple, of meats offered to idols,’ 
and, according to Cicumenius, were 
‘most impious in their doctrines, and 
most licentious in their life.” They 
were succeeded by a multitude of mis- 
chievous herelicks and apostates, who 
distorted and corrupted the faith of the 
holy apostolick church. 

‘* To recapitulate all the various, ab- 
surd, impious, and licentious errours 
and corruptions which sprouted up, 
like the rankest weeds, in the church, 
till the establishment of Christianity by 
Constantine the great, would far exceed 
my limits. I shall only notice a few 
of the principal, subsisting. during that 
period. ‘The leading errours of .the 
first three centuries may he reduced to 
two opposite classes ; namely, of those 
who held the divinity, but denied the 
humanity, of Jesus Christ ; and of those 
who denied his divinity, but maintain- 
ed his humanity. 

** Of the former class, were those of 
Simon Magus, of Satmaria, Marcion, 
Valentinus, Basilides, Bardesanes, Cer- 
don and Manes. All these’ held, that 
Christ possessed a divine nature, but 
only appeared to be man; that he had 
not a real body, and was neither born, 
nor suffered, nor rose from the dead. 
Hence they were called doceta, from 
doxew, ‘ to seem,’ and gnosticks, from 
yrwris, ‘knowiedge ;’ atlectin® to be 


wiser than the rest of the world. Of 


the latter class were those of Cerinthus, 
Ebion, Montanus, Artemon, Noetus, 
Sabe'lius, and Paul of Samosata; who 
all maintained, that Jesus Christ was a 
mere man, the son of Joseph and Ma- 
ry ; but they admitted his title of the 
Son of God, as given him on account of 
the eminence of his office, as the Mes- 
siah ; the excellence of his gifts and 
miracles, his glorious resurrection ; 
the sovereign authority and dominion 
to which he was advanced -by the 
I’ather, in reward of his obedience. 
“Of these opposite errours, the for- 
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mer, sprung from the reveries of ma- 
gism, or oriental philosophy, soon ex- 
pired, and sunk into oblivion. But the 
Jatter, founded in the infidelity of Ju- 
daism, survived their authors, and were 
propagated for ages. Of these latter, 
the most noted were the Ebionites and 
Sabellians, who, therefore, are entitled 
to a more particular account. 

** The Ebionites derived their name 
either from their founder, or their 
poverty. They seem to have been the 
descendants of ‘that Judaizing faction 
who disturbed the peace of the church 
in a. p. 49; and who still persisted in 
their opinions, notwithstanding the apos- 
tolick censure. Acts xv. 24.; 1 John 
iii. 19. They held, indeed, the divine 
mission of Christ, as the prophet like 
Moses; but regarded him as a mere 
man, the son of Joseph and Mary. 
They likewisé¢ asserted, that the cere- 
monial law, instituted by Moses, was 
obligatory, not only upon the Jews, but 
also upon all others, and that the ob- 
gervance of it was essential to salvation. 
They observed both the Jewish sab- 
bath and the Lord’s day ; and in cele- 
brating the Lord’s supper they used 
unleavened bread, like the Jews at the 
passover. ‘I’hey rejected the old tes- 
tament, and curtailed, without scruple, 
the new, wherever it clashed with 
their tenets ; rejecting the accounts of 
the miraculous conception, and those 
parts of Matthew's and Luke’s gospels 
which contained it. ‘Traces of this 
sect appeared so late as the fourth cen- 
tury. But they have been long since 
extinct ; until they were revived late- 
ly, by Dr. Priestley, and his followers, 
Lindsay, Belsham, Carpenter, &c. 

‘“« Sabellius was a presbyter, or, ac- 
cording to others, a bishop, who vented 
his opinions at Ptolemais, a city of Pen- 
tapolis, in Lybia, about a. p. 253. He 
and his followers, according to Epipha- 
nius, taught that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, were one and the same ; 
that they were only three denomina- 
tions in one subsistence (rpeis evepaciess 
@ wie iwerracsi) or like body, soul, 
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and spirit, in man. And Beausobre 
thus states their opinion respecting the 
Logos: ‘The Word never proceeds 
from the Father, but as our reason pro- 
ceeds, | may say, out of us, when it 
makes known, by words and commands, 
what are our thoughts and desires. 
Thus the Word that was in Jesus Christ, 
was no more than a declarative word, 
which manifested to Jesus the know- 
ledge of salvation; and an operative 
word, which conferred upon him mi- 
raculous power. It was only an ope- 
ration of the Deity, a full effusion of 
the divine wisdom and power in the 
soul of our Lord.’ The errours of Sa- 
bellius were combated by Dionysius, 
bishop of Alexandria; and were con- 
demned by pope Damasus, in a council 
held at Rome, a. p. 263. And the great 
Basil considered Sabellianism as Juda- 
ism in disguise, foisted into the church, 
under the name of Christianity ! 

** Sabellius was followed, shortly af- 
ter, by Paul of Samosata, bishop of 
Antioch, a. p. 260. He taught, that 
the Son and Holy Ghost subsist in God, 
in the same manner as the faculties of 
reason and activity subsist in man; 
that Christ was born a mere man, but 
that the reason or wisdoin of the Father 
descended into him, upon earth; and 
by him, as an instrument, wrought mi- 
racles, and instructed the nations ; and 
that, on account of this union of the 
divine Word with the man Jesus, Christ 
might, though improperly, be called 
God. 

‘* For maintaining these opinions, 
Paul was summoned to appear before 
the first council of Antioch, a. p. 264, 
one of the most respectable councils 
of the first three centuries ; which 
was attended by Firmilian, bishop of 
Cesarea, in Cappadocia, who presided ; 
Gregory and Athenodorus, bishops of 
Pontus ; Helenus, bishop of Tarsus ; 
Nicomas, bishop of Iconium ; Hyme- 
neus, bishop of Jerusalem ; Theotec- 
nus, bishop of Caesarea, in Palestine ; 
with many others, besides presbyters 
and deacons. At this council Paul re- 
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tracted his errours ; but having relapsed 
a little time after, a second council was 
held against him at Antioch, a. p. 270, 
attended by seventy-two bishops.— 
Having been convicted of his errours, 
he was deposed by the council, who 
elected Domnus bishop in his stead ; 
but Paul refusing to resign, in obedience 
to their decree, the council referred 
the case to the emperor Aurelian, who, 
with the approbation of the bishops of 
Rome and Italy, expelled him with the 
greatest disgrace. A remarkable in- 
stance of a pagan emperor supporting 
the jurisdiction of a Christian council. 

** On this occasion, the council pub- 
lished a profession of faith, in opposi- 
tion to the Sabellian tenets, in which 
they thus state their doctrine respect- 
ing Christ : 

‘** We profess and preach, that Je- 
sus Christ is the begotten Son, the 
only begotten Son, the image of the in- 
visible God, the first born of all crea- 
tion, the Wisdom, and Word, and Pow- 
er of God, the Son of God; ds we learn 
from the old and new testament.’ 

** Happy would it have been for the 
peace and tranquillity of the church, 
had succeeding councils followed this 
admirable pattern of close adherence 
to the. language of scripture ; not af- 
fecting to be wise above what is writ- 
ten! that they had more cautiously 
abstained from the use of scholastick 
terms, the accommodation of which to 
the mysteries of religion bred endless 
disputes about words, to the great detri- 
ment of Christian faith and charity. 

** Early in the fourth century, Arius, 
a presbyter of the church of Alexan- 
dria, about a. p. 315, maintained that 
the Son of God was totally and essen- 
tially distinct from the Father; that he 
was hegotten by the Father, before 
time, before the world ; but be was not, 
before he was born (sn av xpo Te yer- 
ymSyves) for there was a time when he 
was not (9 wots xx mv); however, that 
he was the first and noblest of all God’s 
creatures ; the instrument by whose 
subordinate operation the almighty 
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Father formed the universe ; and there- 
fore inferiour to the Father both in na- 
ture and dignity. His opinions about 
the Holy Ghost are not so well known, 
but his followers, the Macedunians, 
held that the Holy Spirit was a ray or 
emanation of the Deity, or a divine 
energy diffused throughout the universe, 
and not a distinct person. Arius there- 
fore seems to have steered a middle 
course between the extremes of Magism, 
and of Judaism or Sabellianism ; and his 
scheme was better accommodated for 
general reception. Accordingly, he 
had many adherents, even among the 
bishops, Eusebius of Nicomedia, and 
others ; and his opinions spread rapidly 
and extensively in Egypt and Asia. 
Ata council, however, held at Alexan- 
dria, of near a hundred Egyptian bish- 
ops, A. D. 321, he wasexcommunicated ; 
but next year, in a council held in 
Bithynia, a. p. 322, the bishops of his 
party declared his opinions orthodox ; 
this produced a second council of Alex- 
andria, A. Dp. 324, in which nothing was 
decided. ‘The emperor Constantine, 
therefore; to settie the dispute, con- 
vened the first general council of the 
eastern and western bishops, at Nice, 
a city of Bithynia, in July, a. p. 525, 
in the second year of his reign. At 
this council Hosius, bishop of Corduba, 
in Spain, presided, and upwards of 
three hundred bishops attended ; and 
it was held in presence of the emperor. 
Arius was contronted and questioned 
by the celebrated Athanasius, then a 
deacon of the church of Alexandria. 
His opinions were unanimously con- 
demned, and the Nicene creed was 
framed in opposition thereto, in which 
the scholastick word smexcrs, * of the 
same substance’ with the Father, was 
introduced, to exclude all ambiguity 
respecting the nature of the Son’s god- 
head. All the bishops, except Secun- 
dus of Ptolemais, and Theonas, of Mar- 
marica, signed this profession of faith. 
Eusebius of Cesarea refused to sign it 
at first, objecting to the term opoxcres; 
however, his scruples were removed, 
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and next day he signed it. The ‘ pro- 
cession of the Holy Ghost from the 
Father and the Son,’ in the creed, 
also offended the eastern church: be- 
cause his procession from the Son, 
though implied, was not expressed, in 
scripture. And this contributed to pro- 
mote the final separation of the two 
churches, about the middle of the ninth 
century. Thesunshine, orrathergleam, 
of prosperity, which succeeded the 
civil establishment of the church, prov- 
ed more detrimental to its spiritual 
welfare, than the storms and tempests 
by which it had been hitherto buffeted 
during the domination of Judaism and 
paganism. 
the emperor Constantine, brought a 
prodigious influx of hypocritical and 
false brethren into the pale of the 
church, from the great mass of Jews, 
and pagans. The authority of the 
Nicene council, however, proved in- 
sufficient to repress factions in the 
church: and, the Homoousian contro- 
versy, as it was called, raged with 
great fury between the Athanasians and 
Arians. In vain did the enmperor Con- 
stantine endeavour to restrain it in his 
excellent letter to Alexander, the bishop 
of ‘Alexandria, and Arius, 
leaders: he told them, that * this was 
not a fundamental article of faith, -but 
the very least, vain, and by no means 
necessary to salvation; and, therefore, 
ought to be no obstacle to their holding 
one and the same faith, and returning 
to mutual friendship and charity ; and 
thereby restoring peace and tranquillity 
to the whole body of the empire; and 
enabling himself to pass the remainder 
of his life without great disquietude.’ 
‘But his mediation proved fruit- 
less: he became exasperated against 
the Arians, and persecuted them. His 
son Constantius was furious against the 
Athanasians ; so that both parties were 
persecuted in turns. One council was 
summoned to rescind the acts of ano- 
ther; and having lost sight of the scrip- 
tures, in their metaphysical subtilties 
and distinctions, they converted the 
church into a great slaughter-house ! 


The zeal and authority of 
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“In the year a. pn. 354, a melancholy 
icture is drawn of the state of the 
church, by Hilary : ‘ since the Nicene 
council,’ says he, ‘we do nothing but 
write creeds, and while we dispute 
about words, while we raise questions 
about novelties, while we fight about 
ambiguities, and strive about parties, 
white we anathematize each other, 
scarce any one is Christ's !°—Even 
Ammianus Marcellinus, a heathen his- 
torian, of that time, sarcastically re- 
marks, that inthe reign of Constantius, 
the partisan of the Arians, ‘ the bish- 
ops, galloping in troops, to attend the 
councils, jaded all the post-horses, and 
wore out all the publick carriages of the 
empire !’ And this remark is also con- 
firmed by Hilary 
‘*The Arians themselves soon split 
into parties, of which the principal were 
the proper Arians, as we have seen ; 
the Semi-Arians, who held that the Son 
WaS euescios, of * like substance’ with 
the Father; and the Aetians or Euno- 
mians, who maintained<that the Son 
Was avouoiws, ‘unlike,’ and érepyries, of 
a ‘different substance’ from the Fa- 
ther; and the Holy Ghost, of a differ- 
ent substance also from the Father.— 
These last scarcely differed from the 
Sabellians. ut 
** The Arian faction, while it was in 
power, persecuted Athanasius and bis 
party incessantly for forty years ; un- 
til the second general council of Con- 
stantinople, a. p. 381, who formally 
condemned the Arians, and confirmed 
the decrees of the first general council 
of Nice. And soon after, Theodosius 
the great, in a. p. 383, published an 
edict under pain of death, prohibiting 
the Arians, Eunomians, and Macedo- 
nians, from holding assemblies for wor- 
ship, either in publick, orin private. 
3ut Arianism, when banished from the 
Roman empire, was harboured by the 
barbarous northern nations who sub- 
dued it. The Vandals carried it into 
Africa ; and the Goths into Asia ; where 
it was partially adopted by Mahomet, 
who, about a. vp 2, formed his new 
religion, Islamism, a heterogeneous coms 
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pound of Arianism, Judaism, and Ma- 
gism. The artful imposter culled from 
these corrupt sources, his leading prin- 
ciple of the simple unity of God ; his 
rejection of mysteries in religion ; and 
his sensual and licentious doctrines and 
precepts ; and, unhappily, this son of 
Belial has divided the world with Christ: 
pandering to the prejudices, passions, 
and reigning vices of the world, with 
his koran in the left hand; and wield- 
ing the sword of persecution in the 
right hand. No wonder then, that 
Christianity withered, as a sickly plant 
ina dry soil, under the Saracen and 
Turkish desolating despotism ; while 
Islamism flourished like a noxious weed, 

in his rank and luxurious paradise, or 

‘ garden of delights !’ 

** We may date the rise of this grand 
apostacy from the genuine patriarchal 
and Christian faith, which this false 
prophet professed to restore to its pri- 
mitive purity, from his establishment 
at Medina, in what he called the ‘ ac- 
cepted year,’ a. p. 620, when he was 
formally recognised by his adherents 
there, as * the prophet of God,’ and 
received allegiance as their sovereign. 

‘* No wonder then that christianity 
declined in the east. The seven church- 
es of Asia Minor, lost their lamps, as 
threatened in the apocalypse, for their 
idolatries and corruptions, and are now 
nearly extinct. The Greek churches 
in Asia, under the Turkish sway, are 
in a drooping state, infected with the 
idolatries and superstitions of the Latin 
church. ‘The purest of their churches 
is the Nestorian, which flourishes still 
in the Persian empire ; and has rejected 
many superstitious notions and corrupt 
practices that prevail among the rest. 
It was founded by Nestorius, patriarch 
of Constantinople, about the beginning 
of the fifth century ; who opposed the 
extravagant veneration of the virgin 
Mary, then styled by the orthodox, in 
their disputes with the Arians, Ororexes, 
‘mother of God’—which he contend- 
ed should be changed into Xpirrovoxes, 
*‘ mother of Christ,’ and for which he 
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was excommunicated by Cyril, patri- 
arch of Alexandria, in the third general 
council at Ephesus, a. p. 431. 

‘* The grand apostacy in the west, 
or Latin church, was principally intro- 
duced by Gregory the great, both pope 
and saint, a. p. 590. This pious, 
superstitious, and ambitious prelate, 
though under the mask of the profound- 
est humility, styling himself servus 
servorum Dei, ‘ servant of the servants 
of God :’ framed a ritual and liturgy, 
which, soon prevailed throughout the 
Roman, and Latin churches. He es- 
tablished the invocation of saints and 
angels, the veneration of relicks, the use 
of images in churches; he prescribed 
abstinence from meat, milk and eggs, 
on fast days ; he maintained the doc- 
trine of purgatory, and he enjoined the 
celibacy of the clergy. He was, in- 
deed, the grand innovator, in the times 
and laws of the primitive church, fore- 
told by Daniel, vii. 25; and by Paul, 
1 Tim. iv. 1. blending Christianity with 
paganism. * Diana of the Ephesians,’ 
Acts xix. 27, was now succeeded by 
the virgin Mary, the ‘ mother of God,’ 
the ‘queen of heaven,’ &c. Whence 
Mahomet shrewdly remarked that the 
christian trinity consisted of * the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the virgin mother of 
God!’ to whom her votaries offer up 
ten ave maries for one paternoster ; 
and a hundred, nay a thousand, prayers 
to her, for one to the Holy Ghost !! 
So nearly has her worship superseded 
his, at Jeast among the vulgar. The 
pagan demi-gods and heroes, or de- 
mons, were now succeeded by the 
Romish angels and saints, and the 
saints’ days of the former (dies fasti) 
converted into the Romish holy days. 
The pagan sacrifices to their idols were 
exchanged for the sacrifice of the mass, 
and the adoration of the host, &c. &c. 
And this base and dishonest policy of 
associating Christ with Belial, 2 Cor. 
vi. 15. in order to gain proselytes, 
among the pagan conquerors of Rome ; 
was avowed by Gregory himself, in 
his letter to Mellitus ;—* for that they 
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are wonte, to kill oxen in sacrifice to 
the divells, they shal use the same 
slaughter now, but chaunged to a bet- 
ter purpose.’ 

‘* The ecclesiastical offices of pon- 
tifex maximus, and chief augur, had 
been jointly held by the Roman kings 
and emperors, for a thousand years, 
from Romulus and Numa, down to 
Gratian, a. p. 375. ; when this pious 
Christian prince relinquished it, as in- 
compatible with ourallegiance to Christ, 
‘ the chief priest of our profession.’ Heb. 
ii. 1. In an evil hour, this profane title 
of chief pontiff, when laid down by 
the emperors, was taken up by the 
popes! who, along with the title, gradu- 
ally usurped all the functions of the 
pagan pontiffs and diviners. In all 
matters pertaining to religion the 
power of the pontiffs was supreme ; 
their persons were sacred ; their de- 
cisions infallible ; they could dispense 
with religious rites and ceremonies ; 
judge of oracular books, &c. Thus 
when Augustus Cesar became chief 
pontiff, he burnt upwards of two thou- 
sand prophetick books, which he con- 
sidered as spurious, and retained only a 
selection of the Sibylline oracles. 

‘* The authority of the augurs, or 
‘ diviners,’ on the ether hand, was 
supreme in the state. They were in- 
vested with power to rescind a Jaw 
irregularly passed; to put a stop to 
any publick business, by their probibi- 
tion; and ‘no act of the magistrates, 
at home or abroad, was valid without 
their approbation,’ as we learn from 
Cicero, in his orations pro domo sua 
ad pontifices, ad haruspices, and bis 
book de legibus. 2. Hence, the chief 
pontiff and chief augur, when both offi- 
ces centered in the Roman emperors, 
was justly styled by Festus, judex 
atque arbiter rerum humanarum divi- 
narumque, ‘ judge and arbiter of hu- 
man and divine affairs.’ 

‘** Such were the enormous powers 
attached to the pagan pontiffs and au- 
gurs, which were gradually usurped 
by < succession of artful and enterpris- 
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ing popes ; along with their dress and 
magnificence, adopting the lituus of 
the augurs, under the new name of 
the pastoral staff or crosier; and in- 
stead of the college of pontiffs, substi- 
tuting the college of cardinals, &c.— 
And we need not wonder at the facility 
with which the laity in general sub- 


mitted tv such usurpations: they had - 


been trained to it, by their old habits, 
their blind submission to pontifical and 
augural authority, and a slavish fear of 
questioning its infallible dictates! And 
thus, by the subserviency of the civil 
powers, and also of general councils, 
to their decrees and bulls,—of Lateran, 
A.D. 1139, 1179, and 1215; of Con- 
stance, a. D. 1414; of Basil, a. pv. 
1431—the constitution of the modern 
church and see of Rome was modelled ; 
and it was finally established by the 
council of Trent, a. p. 1545—1563, 
the last, the most slavish, and the most 
degenerate of all ; and ratified by the suc- 
ceeding creed of pope Pius rv. the infal. 
lible standard of modern Romish faith. 

‘** During this woful period of the 
militant or suffering church, harassed, 
oppressed, and persecuted on all sides, 
by the eastern and western popes, and 
their partisans ; there still remained a 
chosen seed of faithful witnesses of the 
law and of the gospel, in the western 
world. Such were the Albigenses and 
Waldenses in France, about a. p. 1200; 
the Wickliffites and Lollards in England, 
about a. p. 1360; the Hussites in Bo- 
hemia, a. D. 1405; surviving all their 
persecutions and massacres; and they 
were followed by that blessed reforma- 
tion, which emancipated the protestant 
churches from the spiritual and eccle- 
siastical tyranny of the church of Rome, 
and its abettors ; after lasting for a thou- 
sand years, from the massacre of the 
twelve hundred Bangorian monks, 
about a. p. 620; until Luther introduc- 
ed the reformation in Germany, A. b, 
1517; Zuinglius, in Switzerland, 1519; 
Calvin,in France and Geneva, 1529 ;— 
that memorable year in which the re- 
formers assumed the name of protes- 
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tants, as ‘ protesting against the errours 
and corruptionsof the church of Rome ;” 
Petri, in Sweden, 1530; Browne, in 
Ireland, 1535; Cranmer, Ridley, Bu- 
cet, Fagius, &c. in England, 1547 ; 
Knox, in Scotland, 1560; Arminius 
and Episcopius, in Holland, 1566 ; in 
the short space of half a century ! 
And in opposition, every where, to the 
ruling powers, except in England. 

* All this opposition produced its 
natural but mischievous effect upon the 
minds of the reformers: it led them to 
retaliate upon their persecutors; and 
in resentment for the active interference 
of the Romish prelates against them, 
they were led to abolish the order of 
episcopacy, and to substitute a presby- 
tery in its stead; in violation of the 
apostolical constitutions, and of the 
usage of the primitive church, in its 
first and purest ages. Thus introducing 
a fatal innovation in ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline or regimen, in all the presby- 
terian churches, founded by the Luthe- 
rans, Calvinists, Arminians, &c. 

** Fortunately, in England, the refor- 
mation was favoured by the ruling pow- 
ers, civil and ecclesiastical, in Henry 
virt. Edward vi. and queen Elizabeth’s 
reigns ; with the short interruption of 
her sister, queen Mary’s, who attempt- 
ed to restore the Romish religion, by 
persecution of the protestants. Hence 
the reformation in England was achiev- 
ed in a more moderate and temperate 
spirit, and brought to a higher degree 
of perfection. Our illustrious reform- 
ers, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, &c. who 
sealed their faith with their blood, like 
the primitive martyrs, Justin, Ignatius, 
Polycarp, &c. while they reformed the 
errours of the church of Rome, respect- 
ed her regimen, and retained the epis- 
copal order and dignity : which, under 
divine Providence, has contributed 
much to that sober and rational piety, 
and morality, for which the church of 
England is so emfnently distinguished ; 
and has preserved her hitherto from 
much of that turbulence and disorder, 
so congenial to democratick institutions, 
ecclesiastical and civil. 
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** At the synod of Dort, held in 1619, 
the bishop of Landaff, one of the Eng- 
lish divines who attended it, openly 
controverted a proposition inserted in 
the Calvinist confession of faith: * that 
Christ established an equality among 
He said, that 
Christ chose twelve apostles, and seven 
ty disciples; that the apostles had in- 
spection and authority over all the 
other ministers of the gospel; and that 
the church had preserved the same 
subordination constantly and without in- 
terruption ; for which he appealed to all 
antiquity, and to all the learned at pre- 
sent; and challenged the synod to prove 
the contrary. And it was very remark- 
able, that not one member of the synod 
undertook to answer him. Conversing 
afterwards with some of the most learn- 
ed members of the assembly, ‘I told 
them,’ said he, ‘that the troubies of 
Holland proceeded from their want of 
bishops, who might have curbed fac- 
tious men, by their power and authori- 
ty ; that every body in that country 
was at liberty to say and write what 
he pleased ; and that the churches of 
these provinces would never be quiet, 
unless bishops were appointed to govern 
the clergy.’ 

They answered, that ‘they highly 
esteemed the good order and discipline 
of the church of England, and heartily 
wished the same order was established 
in their country: but they ‘could not 
hope for it in the present posture of 
affairs.’ They added, that ‘ they 
hoped God would assist them with his 
grace, and that they would ¢gontribute, 
with all their might, to the establish- 
ment of that good order.’ 

‘* Unhappily, the ‘ glorious liber- 
ty of the gospel,” which emancipated 
our ancestors from their spiritual thral- 
dom to the church of Rome, was con- 
verted into a ‘ cloak of licentious- 
ness,’ by some of the early reform- 
ists. The fanatical and turbulent sects 
of the Anabaptists and Antinomians, 
sprung up, like tares among the wheat 
of the reformation in Germany, and 
committed dreadful outrages and ex- 
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cesses. The former, headed by Storch, 
at Zwickaw in Saxony, a. p. 1521, pro- 
fessed to root out all the ungodly, and 
to set up the fifth monarchy, or king- 
dom of the saints, foretold by Daniel ; 
or the kingdom of the New Jerusalem 
in the apocalypse : accordingly, at 
Munster, and wherever else they pre- 
vailed, they pulled down all magistra- 
cies and civil government, abolished 
private property, and held all things 
in common; alleging the example of 
the first Christians. But their new 
kingdom of Munster was destroyed in 
1524; and their ringleaders all perish- 
ed by. the sword or the halter: Luther, 
when he found they could not be re- 
claimed by reason or argument, ex- 
horting the magistrates to destroy them, 
not for their opinions, as hereticks, but 
for their misdemeanours, as perjured 
and seditious rebels and robbers. 

‘* These were followed in 1538, by 
the Antinomians, or ‘enemies of the 
law of works,’ a vile and profligate 
sect, headed by Agricola ; who held, 
that it mattered not how wicked a man 
was, if he had but faith. Luther also 
vigorously opposed them, and had the 
merit of reclaiming Agricola, and bring- 
ing him back to bis senses and his duty. 

“ Im 1531, Arianism was revived in 
the west by Servetus ; who was burnt 
as a heretick by Calvin, in 1553. After 
his death, a new system of Arianism 
was formed at Geneva; whence its 
professors removed to Poland ; and 
there assumed the name of Socinians, 
about 1565, from Lelius and Faustus 
Socinus, or Sozzini, uncle and nephew, 
their Rania ; but especially the lat- 
ter. In 1658, they were banished from 
Poland, by the diet of Warsaw. 

‘* Socinianism was introduced into 
England by John Biddle, who formed 
an independent congregation in Lon. 
don, where he openly avowed his 
tenets ; for which he was prosecuted 
and died in prison, a. p. 1662: the 
governments of Europe, at that time, 
not being disposed to tolerate or license 
a sect whose members denied the di- 
vinity of Christ. 

“The Socinians differed from the 
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Arians principally, in denying the pre- 
existence of Christ, and totally divest- 
ing him of his divinity ; they contend- 
ed that he wasa mere man, and that 
the Holy Ghost is no distinct person, 
but denotes only the power or energy 


of God. They agreed however, with 
the Arians, in retaining the religious 


worship of Jesus Christ. 

‘* ‘Towards the close of the last cen- 
tury, Socinianism was revived under a 
new form, by Dr. Priestley, and his 
associates, Theophilus Lindsey, &c. 
who are usually styled, modern Soci- 
nians, but improperly, because they 
disclaim the religious worship of Jesus 
Christ. ‘Their present leaders, there- 
fore, Mr. Belsham, Dr. Carpenter, &c. 
justly reject the title of Socinians, and 
assume that of ‘ proper unitarians.’ 
This assumption, however, has been 
warmly resented by the unitarian body 
at large, among the presbyterian, inde- 
pendent, and baptist classes of dissent- 
ers; and their advocates, Dr. Esjin, 
Mr. Frend, Mr. Jevans, &c. contend, 
that since the term unitarian is general, 
extending to every class of religionists, 
from Athanasians, down to Mahamet- 
ans, who believe in the unity of God ; 
no particular class has a right to usurp 
the general title. They further re- 
monstrate against Mr. Belsham’s un- 
authorized imposition of his own arti- 
cles of faith, upon them, when he lays 
down as the creed of * unitarians, that 
they reject the doctrine of the trinity, 
of the creation of the universe by 
Jesus Christ, of the incarnation, of 
the atonement, of original sin ; and 
other popular doctrines connected with 
these.” They contend, that * he 
has no right to fasten upon them a 
creed rejecting doctrines, every one 
of which, except that ofthe trinity, is 
received by some among them : inso- 
much, that if, from the bedy of uni- 
tarians, were to be excluded all those 
who do not believe according to his 
negative creed, he would be left in a 
very inconsiderable minority.’ 

‘* Mr. Belsham, and his party, not- 
withstanding, still persist in the obnox- 
ious appropriation of the term to them- 
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selves: thus assuming a general, and 
uninvidious appellation, so well fitted 
to serve as a decoy for proselytism.— 
This is, indeed, admitted by one of 
the number, Mr. Aspland ; who recom- 
mends the retention of the ambiguous 
term, which has already done so much 
good to the cause in which they were 
united, * to clear tie world of the 
trinitarian doctrine ;’ adding from the 
shrewd Dr. South, that ‘ he who would 
set up for a skilful manager of the 
rabble, so long as they have but ears to 
hear, needs never inquire, whether 
they have any understending whereby 
to judge ; but with two or three popu- 
Jar empty words, well tuned and hu- 
moured, may whistle them backwards 
and forwards, upwards and downwards, 
till he is weary ; and then get upon 
their backs when be is so.’ ‘Their 
policy in this instance resembling that 
of the papists, who, by an equal impro 
priety, style themselves, not Roman 
catholicks, but * catholicks’ in ge- 
neral, to the exclusion of ail protestant 
catholicks, of the reformed churches. 
This intestine controversy is curious, 
and worthy of attention. It is to be 
found in the tenth volume of their or- 
gan, the Monthly Repository, for the 
year 1815. Of which a masterly ab- 
stract is furnished by the learned and 
acute dean Magee, in his postscript, 

. 352—361. 

** The proper title of the party, how- 
ever, is Sabellian unitarians, or modern 
Sabellians, to distinguish them from 
their Arian, Semi-Arian. and Socinian 
brethren, Dr. Price, Mr. Wakefield, 
Dr. Farmar, &c. And this is candidly 
admitted by Dr. Carpenter, one of 
their leaders, in the west of England ; 
who rejects the appellation of ‘ mo- 
dern Socinians,’ and avows, that ‘he 
considers the Sabellian scheme, as uni- 
tarianism under a different name, and 
using a diffeveut language, ”’ 


To the Editor of the Gospel Acvocate. 


Tue following is an extract from a dis- 
course delivered in a country parish, a 
44 ADVOE€ATE, VOL. !. 


On the Use of Privileges. 
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short time previous to a recent cele- 
bration of one of the victories obtained 
by our arms in the late war. May 
not the considerations here suggested, 
be applicable to many of the occasions, 
upon which much time and money are 
spent for mere amusement ? 

‘* Let us be plain with ourselves, and 
seriously inquire, whether we have 
made a suitable use of the talents and 
privileges ailorded us? Have we duly 
embraced and faithfully followed the 
dispensation of grace, which has been 
given us from heaven? Have we listen- 
ed to and obeyed the calls of the gos- 
pel ? Have we realized our sinfulness, 
and earnestly repented of our trans- 
gressions ? Have we put our trust in 
the Saviour’s merits. depended upon 
his grace, and studiously endeavoured 
to follow his commands ? Let us not 
shriik from such inquiries; for it is 
important to ascertain whether these 
things are so. We should inquire, 
what is our prevailing disposition ; 
Whether religion is pleasant to &s ; 
whether its institutions are congenial to 
our feelings, and its worship and ordi- 
nances animating to our souls? Is it 
the joy of our hearts to meet with a 
religious assembly, to offer up prayers 
and praises, and listen to the words of 
eternal lite ? Do * our hearts burn 
within us, when the scriptures are 
opened,’ when the Saviour is exhibit- 
ed, when the plan of grace and sal- 
vation is displayed, when the awful 
threatenings and precious promises of 
the gospel are set before us? Are our 
souls elevated in these sacred exer- 
cises ; lifted above the world ; soaring 
away, on the wings of faith and love 
to the blissful realms of eternal glory ? 
Is it more pleasant to us to come to- 
gether for religious purposes than for 
any vain amusement, or the celebra- 
tion of any worldly event? We should 
examine and compare the different ten- 
cencies of our minds, and inquire 
whether we are more anxious to attend 
upon the Christian assembly, than upon 
any collection of such an earthly na- 
ture. Would we spend more time and 
money, and use greater exertions, for 
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the cause of religion, than for any 
such carnal object? Indeed, my hear- 
ers, 23 religion is infinitely important 
to the welfare of the human race, 
should we not be disposed to save the 
expense, which might be necessary 
for such a worldly purpose, and employ 
it to extend the influence of the gos- 
pel? There are various objects, of 
a religious nature, that have a strong 
claim upon our charitable attention : 
The heathen are calling upon us ; the 
destitute in our own country are call- 
ing upon us; and it is our indispensa- 
ble duty to send them bibles, and to 
educate and send them missionaries, 
fur their spiritual improvement. Would 
it not then be more patriotick, as well 
as more christian, to spend our wealth 
upon these benevolent objects, than to 
waste ii upon empty show or vain 
amusement? If you have any thing to 
spare, my triends, tor the good ot your 
country, go and employ it lor enlighten- 
ing and civilizing those regions, which 
aie faliing into heathen darkness. Or, 
if you have any thing to spare tor the 
glory of God, employ it for promoting 
some of those missionary exertions, 
which are now making with so much 
activity in the world. It you have not 
the heart to do this, but will continue 
spend your substance upon vain 
gratilications, no wonder that you do 
not enjoy the comforts of grace, no 
wonder that you have not clear hopes 
of a better world. Can any one an- 
swer it to his conscience or to God, 
that he bas preferred the 
time to the interests of sterelty ) That 
he has devoted his thoughts, his time, 
and his wealth, to some useless, and 


perhaps injurious purpose, instead of 


employing them for the supreme good 
of himself and his fellow exeatares 
Can he answer at the great day for 
the use of his talents, when he has 
spent them upon vain and sensual ob- 
jects? We must try ourselves ; become 
acquainted with our hearts ; find where 
our affections are placed ; withdraw 
them from earthly things, and exalt 
them to things above. We must seek 


Strictures on the Gospel Advocate. 


vanities of 
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the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness, above all the vanities of the pre- 
sent world. Unless we do this, the 
privileges we enjoy will but increase 
our guilt and condemnation. Many 
even of the heathen will rise up in 
judgment against us. + They *¢ will 
come from the east and the west, and 
sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven; bit 
we shall be cast into outer darkness, 
where there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ ’ 


ee 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Sin,—A learned, and very valuable 
cov-espondent of mine in a foreign 
country ,to whom I[ sent several numbers 
of the Gospel Advocate. has in return 
sent me some strictures upon the work, 
which seem to me too excellent to be 
buried in the oblivion of a private let- 
ter. I therefore send you the follow- 
ing extracts, presuming that the good- 
ness of my motive will effectually plead 
lor pardon with my friend, when he 
sees in priut what was intended only 
fur my eye. Wishing your publica- 
tion success, I remain sir, 
YOUR CONSTANT READER. 


‘‘I vuink your Gospel Advocate a 
good and useful publication, and I 
wou'd be glad to be set down as a 
subscriber to the work frem its com- 
mencement in January last. 

* * * 


‘* That which strikes me as the most 
unpromising circumstance for the church 
—indeed tor religion and literature 
generally——in the United States, is the 
want of union. Seminaries and eternal 

cal publications appear to me be too? 
much multiplied to become very emi- 
nent. If the intinitely scattered rays 
of light could be condensed in one 
focus, how much brighter wou'd they 
shine, and how much more intense the 
warmth they would infuse into a good 
cause? Could you not at least com- 
bine with the friends of the church at 
New York,to support une good publi- 
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cation for the northern states? This 
would enable you to double your quan- 
tity of matter, which easily could be 
supplied of the most interesting kind, 
from English publications alone, be- 
sides giving you a greater variety and 
choice of well. written original pieces. 
A still more important object in which 
you do not seem to agree, is the situa- 
tion of your general theological semina- 
ry. It is surely of the utmost conse- 
quence that you should all join heart and 
haud to make that institution flourish, 
for on it the prosperity (shall I say ?) 
or the very existence of your church 
must depend.” 

** Let us return to your Advocate I 
read the most of what it contains wilh 
very great pleasure, and more especial 
ly the remarks on Waketield, and the 
very able reply.» Although you disa- 
vow the intention oi holding up a_ con- 
troversy (meaning no doubt a regular 
elaboraie controversy) it will be quite 
necessary for you to take notice of 
such publications, unless. you would 
have the unitariau heresy quietly in- 
fused into the residue of God’s people, 
as it has besn already into thousands. 
Therefore I hope you will on every 
such occasion raise the watchman’'s 
cry, if it were but in two or three 
vigorous words. | was picased with 
the sermons that ave introduced. They 
are practical, short, and clear, which { 
reckon prime qualities ; and they are 
free from che declamatory strain and 
flowery ornaments of which some ot 
your preachers are rather fond. It is 
not éated whether those sermons have 
been preached, or are written merely 
for the work. If the tormer, would it 
not be better to say where and by whom ? 
The doctrines, it is true, would be the 
same, but particulars always arrest the 
attention and beip the memory more 
than generalitics. These are sermons 
at large; but most readers would like 
to know whose,they were, and where 
found.” 

* * * * 

*“* The Advocate is a work that may 
do much service to pure and rational 
religion, and therefore | should hope 
you will vigilantly guard it, not only 
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from perversion of doctrine, but even 
from verbal blemishes, one or! two of 
which | ‘will take the liberty to point 
out; not as things of much consequence 
in orainary cases, but which had ° bet- 
ter be avoided where it is known that 
scholars and ciergymen are concerned. 
I was quite pleased to find the editors 
say, in their review of Southey's Life 
ot Wesley, (Adv. No. iv. p. 116.) ‘We 
think essential service would be ren- 
dered to the cause of English literature, 
which is a subject of common interest on 
both sides of the Atlantick, by avoiding 
as much as possible all words not sanc- 
tioned by the best writers who flourish- 
ed previous to the Jast fifty years.’ 
This is very right, and Mr. Pickering, 
one of your Boston literati, has’ done 
himse!f much honour, and his country 
real service, by pointing out several 
innovations made in America, among 
which, | believe, (for his work is not 
before me,) is to be found the verb to 
progress, (Adv. No. ii. p. 66,) and the 
noun fall, for autumn, (Adv. No. ii. p: 
33.) Located and location, (No. i. p. 
16,) are not used by English writers as 
they are in America. The noun is 
given in Johnson, and Locke quoted, 
but that author, not a very pure one at 
best, uses it rather technically; and 
has not been followed, | believe, by 
other good writers. Even orthography 
should not be below the care of the 
editor. I was surprised at New York 
to see the word diocess . so spelled. 
Jolinson indeed gives it so, but quotes no 
authority later than South, and in Eng- 
land itis now andfor a long time has been 
written, | believe universally, diocese, 
which accords better with the parent 
word in which there is only one sigma. 
At all events there should be uniformi- 
ty ; but the Advocate has it (No. ji. pp. 
65, 66.) seven times one way@and five 
times the other. These are very tri- 
fling blemishes ; but as it is easy, so it 
will be better, to avoid them—because 
adversaries may seize even upon trifles 
to disparage the work. I should, more- 
over, think itno loss if you altogether 
omitted political intelligence. It is little 
ou can give, and it will be always fore- 
stalled by the common newspapers.’ 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 

[Tue following excellent prayer, 
translated from the Latin of Erasmus, 
is well adapted to the present season 
of the year; and, we would hope, may 
express the feelings of many of our 
readers. We shall give, in future num- 
bers, from the same author, a prayer 
for each of the other seasons. ] 


FOR AUTUMN. 
We thank thee, O most indulgent Fa- 
ther, Maker of heaven and earth, that, 
by thy kind providence, the year is 
matured, on every side yielding us a 
plentiful harvest: grant, we pray thee, 
that, as thy bounty for the nourish- 
ment of our bodies supplies a varied 
and rich abundance of fruits, so by 
the grace of thy Spirit, without which 
nothing good is produced, exists, or is 
nourished, the aflection of piety may 
mature and be perfected in our minds ; 
that, persevering in the faith of thy 
only begotten, through our whole lite 
we may be fruitful in good works, 
ready to be gathered a. joyful harvest 
at the resurrection of the just, through 
the same, our Lord Jesus Christ. who 
with thee, liveth, and reigneth in fel- 
lowship with the Holy Spirit, through 
endless ages. Amen. 
For the Gospel Advocate. 


EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 


Translated from the original German of 
K lopstock. 


Argument of the first book. The poem 
opens with a sublime invocation to the Deity, 
and then proceeds to describe the converse of 
Messiah with the Highest, upon the Mount of 
Olives ; after which, the seraph, Gabriel, is 
sent to the sanctuary of God, with the desire 
of Christ, that his mission should be made 

ublick to all the assembled powers of 
Leave: The book concludes with the de- 
scent of that seraph ; his visi! to the place of 
abode of the tutelar geniuses of the earth, 
and a brief account of those, who were ga- 
thered together in the palace of the sun, to 
chant the rising day. 


Sing thou, ne’er dying soul, those sins of earth, 
That pitying Messias deign’d to loose, 
Incorporate with man, the blood divine 
Haste thee to tell, which bought, atev’ry gush, 
Reviv’d compassion for lost Adam’s kind 


Prayer for Autumn.—Poetry—The Messiah. 
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Th’ eternal nod was sped—In vain oppos’d 

Hell’s dark inhabitants the Son’s decree. 

Vain strove Judea too: The will was pass’d; 

Christ suffer’d, and redemption beam’d on 
Man. 

But may the art of peet dare to approach, 

From forth yon dark’ ning distance, the bright 
deed, 

That sole, the All-present knoweth, 
come, 

Creator, at whose shrine inthrall’d, | pray, 

Hallow the muse, who imitative strives 

To paint thy gluries—lead her forth to me, 

And bid her ravish’d ev’ry charm disclose—~ 

‘Phen, with thine own fire, arm her, thou who 
scenn’st 

The searchiess depths of Godhead, and man- 
kind, 

Dust-born, to thine own sanctuary lead’st. 

Pure be mine heart, else, and no otherwise, 

May |, though talt’ring, like the dying man, 

Fail’n earth’s Redeemer sing ; and shudd’ring 
press, 

With vacillating step, the dizzy course. 

Mortals, if e’er your hearts have known the 
power 

Which, from heaven's glories, deign’d to 
descend 

To you, a Saviour, but himself a God ; 

If so, attend my strains; vor let me pass 

In silence o’er ye, worthiest few, who walk’d 

Messias’ true companions, through mankind. 

Ye that look forward, with confiding souls, 

‘To the world’s coming judgment, list each one, 

And sing yourselves tue Son in rectitude. 


Spirit 


Near the once sacred city, now profan’d 

Through its own blindness, and the offer’d 
crown, 

By ignorance rejected ; former seat 

Ot God's omiipotence, whose breast had held 

His chosen nunisters; but the altar now 

O1 Liocod that murderers have shed around :-— 

Near this it was, that Christ seclusion sought, 

And tore himself, desponding, from the sight 

Of a vain people, who, though hon’ring still, 

Knew not that pious feeling, which the eye 

Of Godhead might scan over and not Jlame : 

The Saviour fled then. ‘True did well strewn 

- branch 

Of palm-flower deck the way the meek one 
held :— 

Hosannahs, true, from every lip arose ; 

And each one follow’d, butin vain. For him 

They hail’d their Lord they knew not. Their 
duil view 

Was yet too dimm’d the Saviour to discern. 

God left the heights of heaven—That mighty 
voice, 

** Lo, I have glorified, I will anew 

My well-lov’d glorify,” announc’d him nigh— 

Yet were their souls too sunk in sin to hear. 

Meanwhile, to meet th’ eternal Sire, rose up 

The world’s redeeming Pow’r—for kindled 
wartb. 









we 


ws 








Glow’d in Jehovah's front againt the land 

Which heard his voice, and stubborn still 
refus’d. 

And once again, Messias wish’d to speak 

His love for man, his solemn wish to save. 

On tow’rds the holy city’s eastern side, 

There lies a mount, which oft hath deep cone 
ceal’d 

Jesus, as within God’s holiest seat, 

What time he watch’d through Ienely nights 
in pray’r, 

Unseen by ali except Omnipetence. 

This the Kedeemer sought. The pious John 

Sole follow’d to the prophet’s tombs his God, 

All bent like him ia pray’r to wear the night. 

Christ had now press’d the mountuin’s utmost 
peak, 

And now, from bright Moriah’s top, broke 
oer him 

A gleaming of that sacrifice which sole 

Mun with the Power above might reconcile. 

The arching olive shaded him. The breeze, 

Soft as the murmurs of God’s presence, play’d 

O’er the Redeemer’s front :—'l be seraph,too, 

Calld (iabriel by those that walk the 
heavens, 

And sent ti’? Almighty, while on earth to 
attend, 

Stood thoughtful, where two cedars wafted 
round 

Their balm-diffusing shades: He dwelt alone 

On earth’s redemption, and Christ's triumph 


bear. 

Sudden, like noiseless sliade, the meek one 
pass’d 

The Sire of heaven to meet—and Gabriel] 
knew 


Redemption’s hour was near: Th’ enrap- 
tur’d thought 
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Close sway’d him, as he spake with voice 
compell’d— 

Wilt thou, he said, eternal Spirit, here 

Watch through the closing night, in peaceful 
guise ; 

Or yearns thy untir’d soul to be renew'd ? 

Higi: o’er yon cloud, fast roiling, shall this arm 

Provide a couch to rest thee? for behold 

Already pushes forth the cedar-sprout 

Its arms of green towards us; the kind shrub 

Of balsam, too, is nigh, and mid the tombs 

Of saints long gone, it blooms thro’ downiest 
mnoss. 

Ah! bow untir’d, how proof ’gainst all thy 
love, 

Redeemer, to the race of man below! 

‘lhe seraph said~A glance, with blessings 
fraught, 

Paid each bright word. And now Messias 
look’d 

With earnest aspect towards the sky that 
seem’d 

To almost touch the leight—Omnuipotence 

\sweilt there. There pray’d the Son, and 
conscious earth 

Heard the still prayer and trembled—Hell 
alone 

Rung through its base with wild, triumphal 
screams ; 

For twas not there the curse in storms an- 
noune’d 

The voice that thunders bore, ’mongst whirl- 
winds spoke ; 

Twas the request earth’s Saviour offered 
up— 

The werds that spoke his purpose to renew 

Hier sons with charms undying. 


(To be continued.) 


 — 


INTELLIGENCE. 


RELIGIOUS. 


SOCLETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE. 


We have recently received the report of 
the London society for promoting Christian 
knowledge, for 1819. It contains an in- 
teresting detail of the proceedings of the 
society, in connexion witb the diocesan and 
district committees; and the transactions 
and concerns of those committees themselves ; 
and the proceedings of the society at large, 
with respect to its general designs, which 
include the several departments of educa- 
tion and schools; distribution of books and 
tracts; benefactions received; and other oc- 
currences at home ; and foreign intelligence ; 
and the state of the society’s missions. The 
society bad increased the number of its mem- 
bers to upwards of fourteen thousand. 

‘* The general board cannot proceed to 





invite the attention of the members to that 
most important branch of the society’s pro- 
ceedings, the transactions and concerns of the 
diocesan and district committees, without first 
acknowledging, with peculiar satisfaction, 
the zeal, ability, and diligence, with which 
those transactions and concerns are conduct- 
ed. Inthe detailed account of these pro- 
ceedings, which they have the gratification to 
communicate in this part of the annual report, 
it will be observed, that every separate ob- 
ject of the society has been attentively kept 
in view ; and that its designs have been pro- 
moted, in inany*Instances, with indefatigable 
exertion, and the most cordial co-operation. 
They look forward, on this account, with 
sanguine hope, to the continued progress of 
Christion knowledge, by these means; and 
they anticipate the good effects which, in 
every diocese of the empire, will attend the 
endeavours, thus zealously pursued, to enlight- 
en the understanding, and to exercise a salo- 
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tary influence over the religious conduct of Bibles 


the ignorant and uninstructed. 

** The diocesan and district committees of 
the society, established at home and ai road, 
amount, in the present year, to twe hundred 
and sixteen.”? 

We have not room for even an abstract of 
the proceedings of the several commutiees. 
But we cannot omit the following intelligeace 
from India, as it coincides so periectiy with 
what has been received from other sources. 

** In the diocese of Calcutta, the diocesan 
committee, established at Calcutta, have 
transmitted their second and third annua! re- 
ports, from which the general board heve 
great satisfaction in making the foliowing 
communications. ‘The couwimittce observe, 
in their second report, that ‘a new era of 
things appears ty be rising in the eastern 
world; hght is emerging out of darkness ; 
long rooted prejudices seem by a slow, yet 
still perceptible progress, to be wearing awry. 
Among prolessed, but ignorant, Christians, 
profiered means of knowledge are, in general, 
well received, and excite a proportiona'e de- 
sire of instruction ; while among the heathen, 
Christianity appears to be regarded, not only 
without abhorrence, but, in many cases, with 
somewhat of curiosity at least, i pot of more 
serious interest; and while, without oflen- 
sively obtruding it, we earnestly and zealously 
offer our religion to the free exemination and 
acceptance of those among whom we dwell, 
it must be believed, that, ae subordinate in- 
struments in his hand, we are carrying on the 
gracious designs of almighty God, in Uringing 
these benighted nations to the kaowledge of 
his grace, andfaith m him.’ ” 

Respecting education and schools, the re- 
port says, “ The importance of this branch 
of the society’s objects still continues to in- 
crease, and it is with much satisfaction that 
the general board observe, that the returns 
from diocesan and district committees, of the 
number of children educated in schoois, sup- 
plied wholly, or in part, with books from the 
society, have, as appears trom the present 
report, continued to increase. Fifty-nine dio- 
cesan and district committecs have this 
year stated the number of children educated 
in the schools they supply, and these numbers 
amount to one hundred and thurty-five thou- 
sand eight hundred and three children. It is 
ascertained, that the number of children in- 
structed in schools, in and near the metropo- 
lis, supplied immediately by the board iself, 
amounts to sixteen thousand three hundred 
and twenty, so that even from the imperiect 
returns already received, the general board 
have the satisfaction of communicating, that 
to the education of one hundred and fifty- 
two thousand one hundred and twenty-three 
children its assistance is extended.” 

“6 The total number of bibles, &c. distribut- 
ed on the terms of the society, and gratui- 
fously, between April 22, 1819, and April 20, 
1820, is, 
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(exclusive of the society’s family 


binle) 42,598 
New testaments and psalters * . 65,067 
Cominoo prayer-books - 89,143 
Other bound books . - 73,222 
Small tracts, half-bound, &c - 980,964 


Books and papers, issued gratuiteusly 168,143 








Total 1,405,457” 








We were much pleased with the following 
notice of tue American church; 

* Among the miscellaneous particulars, 
whieh ciim the special attention of the socie- 
ty, the general board have first to mentions a 
correspondence, into wiuch they have euter- 
ed, with tLe bishops of the protestant episca- 
pal chorch in the Cuited States of America. 

* A Communication was receive’ in March, 
from the right reverend bishop White, of 
Peunsylvama, in whi h he slaies, that the 
Peau: ylvanian society for the advancement of 
Christianity, of Wiach be ts of! kuliy president, 


had directed him to transmit reports of its 
proceedings to the socety foc promoting 


Christian Knowledge. ‘| bese documents were 
accompanied with the reports of three other 
religious societies, which are under the bish- 
op’s supcrintendance ; ond he trusts. that they 
may claim the merit of a humbie uuitation of 
the church from with their own claims its 
descent. tishop White also presented the 
society with a copy of the wiwle series of the 
jJourvals of the American church. The cor- 
dial thanke of the society were retaraed to 
the bishop, for this mark of chrstiaa friend- 
ship and ailection; and he was requested to 
accept for himself, and io distribute to each 
of the other bishops of the protestant episco- 
pal chur h m the United >tetes, a set of the 
tracts upon the socicty’s catalogue, and a 
copy of the last anoual report.” 

After noticing several grants for different 
ol jects, the report proceeds : 

* But the object io wiluch the society has 
devoted the largest of its epe ‘yal grants, is 
the mission college, about to be founded in 
the vicinity of Calcutta, by the society for 
the propagation of the gospel in foreign parts, 
and to be placed under the unmediate supe- 
rintendance of the bishop of the diocese. 
linpressed with the liveliest admiration of the 
plan submitted by his lords!’ to that society, 
and conviaced that the execution*will be as 
judicious as the design, the general board 
agreed to the recommendation of the East 
India mission committee, fora large pecunia- 
ry grant, [five thousand pounds,] with aview 
to the furtherance of this most important 
werk.” 

“* The enemies of Christianity, having been 
employed, with great activity, in circulating, 
to an unparalleled extent, the poison of blas- 
phemy and infidelity, the general board felt it 
to be their peculiar duty to call into action all 
the means within their power, to arrest the 
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progress of the evil, and to counteract the 


effects it might already have produced. For 
this special purpose, a committee was ap- 

inted, with instructions, not only to publish 
in a more popula form, and at a diminished 
charge, the tracts relating to these sudjects, 
which were already on the society’s list, but 
to make diligent searci for, and to provide 
such other tracts as might be found adapted 
for the occasion, to open also new channels 
for distribution, and to circulate, at the low- 
esi prices, all such books and tracts as might, 
in their judgment, be best suited to the ex- 
geacy of the moment.” 

* he special committee commenced their 
Jabours by an address to the pullick; and 
this appeai to publick liberality was not made 
in vain. 

‘In addition to one thousand pounds, ap- 
propriated by the board from the society's 
general funds to this especial purpose, sub- 
scriptions to the amount of upwards of six 
thousand pounds, have already been obtained, 
partly through the munificence of corporate 
bodies, partly from the liberality of individu- 
als, and partly from the active exertions 
of many of the diocesan and district commit- 
tees.” 

The committee commenced their labours 
immediately, with great activity. Besides 
offering, at very reduced prices. several valu- 
able books and tracts, already on the society’s 
list, they selected a variety of occasional and 
temporary tracts for publication. 

“ Active measures were taken for circulat- 
ing these publications; a shop in Fleet-street 
was hired and opened without delay. ‘This 
was made the deposit not only of the occasion 
al books and tracts, but aiso of many other of 
the sovciety’s publications. Upwards of one 
hundred bookeellers in the metropolis and its 
suburbs, were supplied with the books and 
tracts upon sale or return, Very large pack- 
ets have been sent offinto the country, to the 
order of district committees and of individu- 
als: and upwards of half a million of special 
tracts were disposed of in four months.— 
Many have been gratuitously dispersed in 
the disaffected districts of the north.” 

“ "lhe special committee have also ex- 
pressed a decided opwion, that for the com 
plete attainment of the great object, for 
which they have been appointed, some inea- 
sure of a permanent nature is necessary ; and 
for this purpose they have thought it their 
duty to suggest the general establishment of 
parochial lending libraries, as formerly re- 
commended and atready practised with con- 
siderable advantage, in different parts of the 
kingdom, by the diocesan and district com- 
mittees, ‘lhis measure hes. been recently 
sanctioned by the approbation of the general 

board. Jt is about to be put into full activity ; 
and the happiest results may justly be expect- 
ed from it, as a powerful instrument im coun- 
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teracting infidel. and blasphemous publica- 


tions.” 

We should be glad, if our limits would per- 
mit, to make further extracts from this inte- 
resting report, and shall probably do it in a 
future number. We cannot butcall upon our 
readers, particularly those in the eastern dio- 
cese, to ask themselves what they have done 
to imitate the excellent example, set them by 
this and other similar societies. Whaf have 
their benefactions enabled our missionary so- 
ciety and our tract and prayer-book society to 
do? They languish and die in the midst of 
plenty, because no one giveth unto them.— 
Where, are they that should of their abun- 
dance cast much into the treasury of the 
Lord, or the poor that should cast in their 
** two miles which make a farthing 2”? 





SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL. 


We have also received the report of the 
proceedings of this society, during the year 
1819. The report begins with the following 
summary of its objects and proceedings. 

“ The incorporated society for the propa- 
gation of the gospel in foreign parts, was 
originally instituted for the purpose of furnish- 
ing the colonial possessions of the crown of 
England with ministers of the established 
church, and the nanagement of such funds as 
might be placed at their disposal, by the 
charitable contributions of the more opulent. 
Their operations have hitherto been princi- 
pally confined to the,North American conti- 
nent, ‘And the islands adjacent, and there are 
now upwards of seveniy missionaries employ- 
ed in their service, with considerable salaries 
attacl.ed to their appointment, disseminating 
the principles of Christianity in its purest 
form, through the several provinces of North 
America. Greet assistance has also been 
extended, whenever applications bave been 
made, in the erection of churches; and small 
salaries granted to a numerous body of cate- 
chists and school-masters, and the people at 
large supplied with Libles, prayer-books, and 
religious tracts, as their wants have been 
unade known. 

** Of late years the nationad system of edu- 
cation has been introduced under their pa- 
tronage and auspices into the three principal 
provinces dependant upon England; and the 
advantages already derived from it, sufficient- 
ly prove its great influence in the improve- 
ment of the morals and religious character of 
the people.” 

The expenditures on the general account 
of the society for the year ending January 
31, 1820, amounted to 15950/, Us, 9d.—leay- 
ing the society in debt to the treasurer 112/. 
6s. Od. . r 

We haye only room for a short extract 
from the concluding address, on the impor- 
tance of continuing missionary exertions. 

“* During the last year, ten thousand emi- 
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grants landed at the port of Quebec only ; 
suffering under every privation which @ jong 
voyage and inadequate means of support 
could inflict. The provinces of Nova Sco- 
tia and New Brunswick have been inundated 
to a still greater extent. The poverty which 
has driven these people from their native 
land, to seek shelter and provision inthe un- 
cultivated regions of the north, forbids any 
expectation even of the most scauty pro- 
vision to be derived from their exertions fora 
spiritual instructer.” 

* The southern parts of Africa offer to the 
benevolent heart the same field for its charit- 
able efforts, in an increasing population desti 
tute of every means of providing for their 
spiritual wants : large and uncultivated re 
gions will be the scene of incessant toil and 
labour, leaving to the~colonist little leisure 
for the improvement of himself and family in 
the knowledge and practice of religion. 

“ Unsupported by the benevolence of 
others, andunprovided with a Christian miiiis- 
ter, his own sense of religion will diminish 
day by day, and the next generation may 
have to lament their ignorance of the true 
doctrines of salvation, and lend themselves 
to the wildest errours of fanatical delusion.” 


— 


POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


A correspondent in a remark which is quoted 
ona previous page, has expressed the opimion, 
that it would be betier to omit the articles 
of political intelligence in this journal. It bas 
never been our design to attempt to furnish the 
readers of the Gospel Advocate with a series 
of all the latest news ; nor do we intend in any 
way to occupy muchroom with secular mat- 
ters. but as many of our readers have but 
little opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
the changes which are taking place in the 
world, we have thought it might be well to 
furnish a connected but concise view of the 
most important events ; more especially of 
such as seem most likely to have an infduence 
upon the prosperity of Christianity. ludeed 
every important event is interesting to the 
Christian, as being more or less connected 
with the efforts which are making for the 
extension of the guspel. 


TURKEY. 


THe insurrection of the Greeks in the Turk- 
ish empire, has recently assumed a very mn- 
portant character. It has been said, we 
know not with how much correctness, that 
this insurrection wasdong since planned under 
the auspices of Bonaparte, when he was in 
his greatest prosperity. If this was the case, 
although the opportunity to carry the design 
into effect was lost with his fail, the spirit 
which gave rise to it, might remain, and ay 
have prepared the wey for the events which 
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are now taking place. However this may 
have been, the insurrection appeared in ite 
beginning to have proceeded from the ambi- 
tion of a single prince, Ali Pacha, of Janina. 
The first efforts were in a great measure un- 
successful and disastrous. Ali Pacha was de- 
feated and besieged in Janina ; and the ac- 
counts were such as to lead us to expect his 
entire overthrow, when new insurrections ap- 
peared in Moldavia and Wallachia, apparent- 
ly entirely disconnected with the Grst, under 
the princes ‘Theodore and Ypsilauti. ‘These 
served-in some degree at least, to relieve 
Ali Pacha, and the latest accounts are, that 
the siege of Janinu was raised. . They do not, 
however, appear to have been more success- 
ful in themselves. Both these chiels ‘have 
been defeated, and their armies nearly de- 
stroyed. But the spirit of insurrection against 
the tyrannical government of the Turks, 
seems to have spread into every part of the 
ewpire. 

it is impossible to obtain any very exact 
information of the real state of things, from 
the vague and contradictory accounts which 
are received of their movements. ‘There 
does not appear to be any thing like a con- 
nected system of measures among the Greeks, 
in the different parts of the empire, nor any 
general leader to direct their operations.— 
But in each city they act according to the 
emergencies of their local situation. [a some 
places the Greeks are the most powerful, 
and there they prevail agd destroy the Turks ; 
in others, the reverse is the result. In either 
case the war is exceedingly sanguinary and 
destructive. It is not yet determined whe- 
ther the powers of Furope, will, any of them, 
interfere in the contest ; but it 1s not im- 
probable that Russia wiil take some mea- 
sures to check at feast the destruction of the 
Greeks on her frontiers. ‘The ultimatum of 
Russia was delivered to the Turkish govern- 
nient on the i8th of July, and a definitive 
answer demanded within ten days. 

We have no data sufficient to enable us to 


judge of the probability of the success of the 


Greeks in their struggle for independence.— 
As Christians, we cannot but feel deeply in- 
terested for them. In reference to the great 
exertions which are making for the spread 
of the gospel, this contest is of great impor- 
tance. The Turks, itis well known, are 
the must inveterate opposers of Christianity. 
The Greeks, ou the coutrary, are Christians, 
and although they ure in general ignorant, 
and seem to have Lut a name to live, yet 
they have manifested a disposition to acquire 
knowledge, and readily and thankfully re- 
ceive religious instruction. ‘l'o us, in this 
country, tis contest is peculiarly interesting, 
on account of our missionaries, who are now 
on the spot, and perhaps in some measure 
exposed to its dangers. 


